
0.35–0.44 SI 87–97 PW 0.26–0.32 (n=20).
REMARKS.— The worker (queens and males are unknown) of this unobtrusive, but interesting

species can easily be confused with a small, pale worker of M. hildebrandti. However, it can read-
ily be distinguished by its PF of 3,2 and the enlarged, down-curved basal tooth. In profile, the
clypeal protuberance tends to form a blunter angle than is the case with M. hildebrandti, its config-
uration more closely resembling that found in M. sechellense. The species is comparatively rare,
being known from four sites in Fianarantsoa and Toliara Provinces. All have been taken in sifted
litter (leaf mold and rotten wood) in rainforest.

Monomorium fisheri Heterick, sp. nov.
Figs. 12, 30–31, 78–79.

ETYMOLOGY.— In honour of Dr. Brian Fisher (California Academy of Sciences).
MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: , Prov. Toliara, P.N. Andohahela, Manantalinjo, 3.8 km 113

ESE Mahamavo 900m, Sedro, 24º46′S 46º45′E 21–25.i.2002 Fisher et al BLF#/ex rotten log montane rainfor-
est/CASENT0430841 5087 (CAS). PARATYPES: Prov. Toliara (locality details as for holotype, but collected ex
root mat, ground layer, montane rainforest/ collection code 5147): 12♀ (ANIC); 13 (BMNH); 1 2♀ (CAS);
13 + 12♀ (MCZ).

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Antananarivo: Rés Ambohitantely, 20.9 km 72 NE Ankazobe
17–22.iv.2001 Rabeson et al. (45 ); Rés Ambohitantely, 24.1 km 59 NE Ankazobe 17–22.iv.2001 Rabeson et
al. (2 ); 3 km 41 NE Andranomay, 11.5 km 147 SSE Anjozorobe 5–13.xii.2000 Fisher et al. (57 , 5♀). Prov.
Antsiranana: R. S. Manongarivo, 20.4 km 219 SW Antanambao 3.xi.1998 B.L. Fisher (7 ). Prov.
Fianarantsoa: Forêt Antsirakambiaty, 7.6 km 285 WNW Itremo 22–26.i.2003 Fisher et al. (30 , 8♀, 12♂);
P.N. Ranomafana, Vatoharanana 4.1 km 231 SW Ranomafana 27–31.iii.2003 Fisher et al. (13 ). Prov.
Toamasina: F.C. Didy, 16–23.xii.1998 H.J. Ratsirarson (3 ); Mont Anjanaharibe, 19.5 km 27 NNE
Ambinanitelo 12–16.iii.2003 Fisher et al. (6 ). Prov. Toliara: P.N. Andohahela, Manantalinjo, 3.8 km 113
ESE Mahamavo 21–25.i.2002 Fisher et al. (106 ).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head rectangular, oval, or, quadrate (i.e., heart-shaped); ver-
tex planar to strongly concave; frons (i) shining and smooth except for piliferous pits, or, (ii) shin-
ing and smooth except for a few striolae around antennal sockets and front carinae and piliferous
pits, or, (iii) shining and finely striolate and microreticulate; pilosity of frons a mixture of incurved,
semi-erect setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae. Eye moderate, eye width 1–1.5× greatest
width of antennal scape to small, eye width less than 1× greatest width of antennal scape; (in full-
face view) eyes set above midpoint of head capsule to set at about midpoint of head capsule;
(viewed in profile) eyes set around midline of head capsule; eyes more-or-less circular, or, ellipti-
cal, curvature of inner eye margin may be more pronounced than that of its outer margin. Antennal
segments 12; antennal club three-segmented. Clypeal carinae weakly to strongly defined; antero-
median clypeal margin highly variable in appearance, being either: (i) narrowly convex between
weakly ridged clypeal carinae, or, (ii) straight, or, (iii) straight between strongly divergent clypeal
carinae, with clypeus descending almost vertically to horizontal arc of mandibles and sometimes
transversely carinate below level of antennal insertions, or, (iv) emarginate, clypeal carinae indis-
tinct, or, (v) emarginate, clypeal carinae terminating in blunt angles; paraclypeal setae moderately
long and fine, curved; posteromedian clypeal margin extending slightly beyond level of posterior
margin of antennal fossae to approximately level with antennal fossae. Anterior tentorial pits equi-
distant from antennal fossae and mandibular insertions. Frontal lobes straight, parallel.
Psammophore absent. Palp formula 2,2. Mandibular teeth either five, or, four and one or two den-
ticles, or, four; mandibles linear-triangular and smooth (except for piliferous pits); masticatory mar-
gin of mandibles strongly oblique; basal tooth approximately same size as t4 (five teeth present),
or, smaller than t4 (five teeth present), or, approximately same size as t3 (four teeth present).
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