
olate, otherwise smooth and shining, or, shining and faintly striolate throughout, striolae becoming
more deeply impressed on posterior mesopleuron. Parapsidal furrows distinct, vestigial or absent;
notauli absent. Axillae separated by width of at least one axilla.

WING: Wing veins tubular and strongly sclerotised; vein m–cu present as an entire vein enclos-
ing entire discoidal cell; vein cu–a present.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated well anteriad of petiolar node.
Node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex rounded, or, evenly tumular to roundly conical; appearance
of node shining and smooth, or, shining, with vestigial sculpture; ratio of greatest node breadth
(viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile) between 4:3 and 1:1. Anteroventral
petiolar process present as a thin flange tapering posteriad, or, absent or vestigial. Height ratio of
petiole to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 4:3 and 3:4;
postpetiole shining and smooth, or, shining, with vestigial sculpture.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of a mixture of incurved, semi-erect setae and
slightly shorter decumbent setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color head chocolate, gaster, mesosoma brown, legs yellowish-brown.
MALE MEASUREMENTS: HML 2.37–2.99; HL 0.68–0.79; HW 0.66–0.80; CeI 99–102; SL

0.17–0.20; SI 23–29; PW 0.76–0.84 Male (n=7).
REMARKS.— Monomorium fisheri and its close ally, Monomorium hildebrandti pose the same

problems within the M. hildebrandti group that M. termitobium does for the M. monomorium group.
Workers within M. fisheri cluster around three morphotypes.

(a) Workers of this form exhibit only a slight variation in worker size. They are uniformly pale
yellow to orange and, in the northernmost population, finely microstriolate over much of the head
and mesosoma. The eye is very small, with about five or six ommatidia, its diameter much narrow-
er than the thickest length of the antennal scape. The mandible most commonly has four teeth,
rarely three teeth and two denticles or four teeth and a small denticle. All workers have smoothly
rounded humeri. The node is regularly shaped and not particularly thick, and the postpetiole is
evenly rounded. Most specimens come from a fairly large series from Ambohitantely Reserve,
Antananarivo Province, with three additional workers having been collected from Manongarivo,
Antsiranana Province. No queens or males have been identified for this morphotype, whose repre-
sentatives have been taken from sifted litter and leaf mould.

(b) The second morphotype is very similar, and may well simply represent a southward contin-
uation of form (a). The eye is similarly small and the color is the same. This form has a smoother
exoskeleton, and the postpetiole in smaller specimens is attenuated anteriad. Many workers have a
slight promesonotal shelf, but in others the humeri are rounded. Allometric variation is apparent
between workers of the same nest, and in the southernmost populations the variation becomes a
genuine polymorphism, with the largest workers rivaling M. aureorugosum and M. infuscum in size.
These very large workers (HW = 1mm) have massive, quadrate head capsules and proportionately
very small eyes. They also have a mandibular count of five or six mandibular teeth and denticles,
contrasting with a usual count of four in the smaller workers. The mesonotal sector is sculptured in
the large worker as is the mesopleuron, with strong lateral striae and striolae. The petiolar node is
‘blocky’ and subcuboidal. The queens are reasonably large ants, over half a centimeter in total
length, with a massive, rounded mesosoma and small tubercles or denticles at the propodeal angles.
Seen in full-face view, a number of these queens have paired setae straddling the mid point of the
anterior clypeal margin, rather than one seta. Queens and males (which are as large as most work-
ers of M. fisheri) have the full complement of wing veins. The CAS has several long series of this
morphotype, collected from montane rainforest in Fianarantsoa and Toliara Provinces. These tend
to be nest series, which is unsurprising as M. fisheri is larger and, hence, more conspicuous than
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