
Propodeum shining and densely striolate over whole surface; propodeum distinctly angulate,
propodeal angle sharp; propodeal dorsum sloping posteriad, and depressed between raised
propodeal angles; standing propodeal setae consisting of up to a dozen or more longer erect and
shorter sub-erect setae; appressed propodeal setulae well-spaced and sparse; propodeal spiracle
equidistant from metanotal groove and declivitous face of propodeum; propodeal lobes present as
bluntly angled flanges.

WING: Wing not seen (queens dealated).
PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated slightly anteriad of petiolar

node; node (viewed in profile) cuneate, vertex tapered; appearance of node shining and weakly stri-
olate posteriad; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed
in profile) between 3:2 and 4:3; anteroventral petiolar process present as a thin flange tapering pos-
teriad, or, absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1;
height–length ratio of postpetiole about 4:3; postpetiole smooth anteriad, rugose posteriad; postpeti-
olar sternite depressed at about its center, with anterior process developed as a short, conspicuous
spur angled at 45–90.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of a mixture of incurved, erect and semi-erect
setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color variegated brown and orange. Brachypterous alates not seen.
Ergatoid or worker-female intercastes not seen.

QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 2.26–2.29 HL 0.65 HW 0.62–0.63 CeI 95–97 SL 0.49–50 SI
78–79 PW 0.59–0.64 (n=2).

REMARKS.— The small red-and-yellow workers of M. gongromos closely resemble those of
some populations of M. hildebrandti, but are distinguished by the presence of humeral angles (evi-
dent as small protuberances or rugosities in full-face view) and by numerous, fine, transverse stri-
olae on the dorsum and upper sides of the propodeum. The dorsum of the mesosoma in dorsal view
is subcarinate transversely between the humeri with a broken and vestigial lateral carina also aris-
ing from each humeral angle and proceeding to about the position normally occupied by the metan-
otal groove (here absent). The species has been collected at just two sites on the east coast of
Madagascar in Toamasina Province. The queens of this species are similar to small queens of M.
hildebrandti, but the propodeum is uniformly striolate and the mesoscutum is low and flat, so that
the pronotum is clearly visible in dorsal view. All specimens have been collected from sifted litter
or a rotten log in rainforest.

Monomorium hildebrandti Forel
Figs. 32–33, 101–105.

Monomorium minutum r. hildebrandti Forel, 1892c:256. Holotype ♀, MADAGASCAR: ‘central Madagascar’
(MHNG) [examined].

Monomorium minutum subsp. hildebrandti Wheeler, W.M. 1922:1027.
Monomorium hildebrandti Dalla Torre, 1893:67.

MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: (See comments under M. shuckardi, though, due to its damaged
condition, this specimen could not be measured.) ♀, Madagascar, central Madagascar (MHNG). The published
description of the queen mentions that a Mr. Hildebrand was the collector. The type specimen lacks head, post-
petiole and gaster. A ‘type’ from Madagascar described by Santschi (1926) (NHMB) as the worker of M. hilde-
brandti is actually a specimen of Monomorium madecassum Forel.

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Antananarivo: 3 km 41 NE Andranomay, 11.5 km 147 SSE
Anjozorobe 5–13.xii.2000 Fisher et al. (9 , 2♀); Rés Ambohitantely, 20.9 km 72 NE Ankazobe 17–22.iv.2001
Rabeson et al. (15 , 5♀); Rés Ambohitantely, 24.1 km 59 NE Ankazobe 17–22.iv.2001 Rabeson et al. (7 ).
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