
morphotypes (r2 = 0.97) (Fig. 33). Molecular analysis (i.e., DNA sequencing) may be helpful in elu-
cidating the relationship between this species, M. fisheri and M. adiastolon, which cannot be fully
resolved by morphological examination. Monomorium hildebrandti is found in all native habitats.
Sifting of litter appears to be the most effective sampling method. Nest series have been taken from
rotted tree stumps and other wood substrates, and from under stones.

Monomorium infuscum Heterick, sp. nov.
Fig. 28.

ETYMOLOGY.— Latin ‘infuscus’ (‘dusky’ ‘dark brown’ ‘blackish’)
MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: , Prov. Toamasina, 5.3 km SSE Ambanizana, Andranobe,

15º40′S, 49º58′E 425 m 21.xi.1993 B.L. Fisher #926(43)–12/sifted litter (leaf mold, rotten wood) rainforest
(CAS). PARATYPES: Prov. Toamasina (all specimens with same collection data as holotype): 1 (ANIC); 12
(BMNH); 12 (MCZ).

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Toamasina: 6.9 km NE Ambanizana, Andranobe, 2.xii.1993 (3 )
8.xii.1993 (3 ) 9.xii.1993 (3 ) B.L. Fisher; Ambanisana, P.N. Masoala 2–6.iii.2003 Silva et al. (1 ).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head oval; vertex planar or weakly concave; frons shining
and smooth except for piliferous pits; pilosity of frons a mixture of well-spaced, distinctly longer
erect and semi-erect setae interspersed with shorter decumbent setae or setulae. Eye moderate, eye
width 1–1.5× greatest width of antennal scape; (in full-face view) eyes set above midpoint of head
capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes set around midline of head capsule; eye elliptical, curvature of
inner eye margin may be more pronounced than that of its outer margin. Antennal segments 12;
antennal club not clearly defined. Clypeal carinae always well-defined; anteromedian clypeal mar-
gin emarginate, clypeal carinae terminating in blunt angles, or, emarginate, clypeal carinae termi-
nating in small denticles; paraclypeal setae moderately long and fine, curved; posteromedian
clypeal margin approximately level with antennal fossae. Anterior tentorial pits situated nearer
antennal fossae than mandibular insertions. Frontal lobes sinuate, divergent posteriad.
Psammophore absent. Palp formula 2,2. Mandibular teeth five; mandibles triangular and smooth
(except for piliferous pits); masticatory margin of mandibles approximately vertical or weakly
oblique; basal tooth approximately same size as t4 (five teeth present).

MESOSOMA: Promesonotum shining, with whorls of rugae on sides of promesonotum, these
becoming longitudinal on dorsum; (viewed in profile) promesonotum broadly convex; promesono-
tal setae greater than twelve; standing promesonotal setae a mixture of well-spaced, distinctly
longer, erect and semi-erect setae which are curved distally and often paired, interspersed with
much shorter, incurved, decumbent setae; appressed promesonotal setulae few, mainly on sides of
promesonotum. Metanotal groove absent; propodeum shining, dorsum and sides of propodeum
mainly smooth, with weak to strong striolae on declivitous face and on metapleuron; propodeal dor-
sum flat throughout most of its length; propodeum smoothly rounded or with indistinct angle;
standing propodeal setae consisting of two or more prominent pairs anteriad, often with another pair
of prominent setae posteriad, and other smaller setae on/around dorsal and declivitous surfaces of
propodeum; appressed propodeal setulae very sparse or absent; propodeal spiracle equidistant from
metanotal groove and declivitous face of propodeum. Vestibule of propodeal spiracle absent or not
visible. Propodeal lobes present as sharp, acute angled flanges.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated slightly anteriad of petiolar
node; node (viewed in profile) broad and thick, with short vertex anteriad, node sloping posteriad;
appearance of node transversely rugose, shining between sculpture; ratio of greatest node breadth
(viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile) between 1:1 and 3:4; anteroventral
petiolar process present as a thin flange tapering posteriad; ventral petiolar lobe absent; height ratio
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