
mandibles linear-triangular and smooth (except for piliferous pits); masticatory margin of
mandibles strongly oblique; basal tooth approximately same size as t3 (four teeth present).

MESOSOMA: Promesonotum shining and mainly smooth, vestigial striolae, if present, confined
to lower anterior mesopleuron; (viewed in profile) anterior promesonotum smoothly rounded,
thereafter more-or-less flattened, promesonotum on same plane as propodeum; promesonotal setae
greater than twelve; standing promesonotal setae consisting of a mixture of incurved, semi-erect
setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae; appressed promesonotal setulae few, mainly on sides of
promesonotum. Metanotal groove strongly impressed, with distinct transverse costulae, or vestigi-
al. Propodeum shining and smooth, metapleuron with a few weak striolae; propodeal dorsum flat
throughout most of its length; propodeum smoothly rounded or with indistinct angle; standing
propodeal setae consisting of one prominent pair anteriad, with a few to many erect to decumbent
setae on/around dorsal and declivitous faces of propodeum; appressed propodeal setulae very sparse
or absent; propodeal spiracle nearer metanotal groove than declivitous face of propodeum.
Vestibule of propodeal spiracle absent or not visible. Propodeal lobes present as rounded flanges.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-
lar node; node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex rounded; appearance of node shining and smooth
throughout; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in
profile) about 1:1; anteroventral petiolar process present as a thin flange tapering posteriad; ventral
petiolar lobe present; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between 3:2 and 4:3; height–length ratio
of postpetiole about 1:1; postpetiole shining and smooth; postpetiolar sternite depressed at about its
center, with anterior process developed as a short, conspicuous spur angled at 45–90.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of a mixture of incurved, semi-erect setae and
slightly shorter decumbent setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color depigmented creamy yellow. Worker caste monomorphic.
SYNTYPE WORKER MEASUREMENTS: Measurements not taken as syntype is headless.
OTHER WORKER MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.21–1.44 HL 0.46–0.52 HW 0.36–0.41 CeI 77–80 SL

0.33–0.39 SI 90–97 PW 0.22–0.30 (n=20).
REMARKS.— At the time of writing, type material for Monomorium modestum is missing (per

Dr. D. Burckhardt, NHMB, pers. commun.), and the syntype of Monomorium modestum tran-
swaalense (i.e., previously M. modestum boerorum) available to me for examination is headless,
hence the identification of the Malagasy material as Monomorium modestum is provisional. Bolton
(1987) uses the morphology of the propodeum and the nature of the metanotal groove to distinguish
M. modestum from other African ants in that species group. The transwaalense syntype, however,
clearly has an angulate propodeum that approximates to what can be found in many Monomorium
cryptobium specimens. In workers of these small ants propodeal denticles are not always present.
Moreover, the transwaalense syntype has quite a distinct metanotal impression, not the ‘simple
indentation’ that Bolton mentions. The Malagasy material, on the other hand, does have a much
more rounded propodeum and the metanotal groove is indeed simply a weak impression. In fact,
Malagasy workers have much more of the appearance of Fig. 95 in Bolton’s monograph than the
transwaalense syntype. Electronic images of worker material collected many years ago in Natal and
identified (probably by Arnold: H. Robertson pers. commun.) as M. modestum have been sent to me
by Dr. Hamish Robertson (South African Museum), and these appear to be identical with the
Malagasy workers. This raises the possibility that Monomorium modestum and Monomorium mod-
estum transwaalense may not be conspecific. The general appearance of the transwaalense syntype
suggests M. sechellense, but in that species the propodeum is distinctly dentate and the mesopleu-
ron is sculptured, whereas this is not the case with transwaalense.

On Madagascar Monomorium modestum has a known distribution that is exactly complemen-
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