
tary to that of M. sechellense, the latter occupying the drier west coast of Madagascar and the for-
mer the more humid east coast. Populations of these two species converge in the south near the
Isantoria River (Toliara Province). The workers of M. modestum are nearly identical in appearance
to small, depigmented yellow workers of M. hildebrandti, from which they differ only in the form
of the compound eye. The weakly angulate to rounded propodeum enables Malagasy workers of the
species to be separated from those of Monomorium cryptobium and M. sechellense. Queens and
males are not represented in the CAS collection. With the exception of one worker taken in a pit-
fall trap, the universal collection method for this species has been sifted litter. All specimens have
been collected in rainforest.

Monomorium sechellense Emery
Figs. 34, 83–84.

Monomorium fossulatum subsp. sechellense Emery, 1894a: 69, fig. ( ). Syntype’s (lectotype here designated).
SEYCHELLES: Marianne (MCSN) [examined]. Syn. under Monomorium fossulatum Wilson and Taylor,
1967:64. Syn. under Monomorium sechellense Bolton, 1995: 267 [sechellense has priority over fossulatum
as senior synonym].

MATERIAL EXAMINED.— LECTOTYPE: , Seychelles, Marianne, C. Alluaud, 1892 (MCSN). The erec-
tion of the lectotype fixes the name of this widespread taxon, whose populations vary chiefly in the degree of
cephalic punctation. PARALECTOTYPE: , same data as above (MCSN). (Carded specimen removed from same
pin as lectotype above and repinned, together with new labels.)

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Mahajanga: P.N. Ankarafantsika, Ampijoroa, 5.4 km 331 NW
Andranofasika 30.iii.2001 Rabeson et al. (1 ); P.N. Namoroka, 9.8 km 300 WNW Vilanandro, 4–8.xi.2002
Fisher et al. (18 , 6♀); P.N. Namoroka, 17.8 km 329 WNW Vilanandro, 8–12.xi.2002 Fisher et al. (11 , 3♀);
P.N. Tsingy de Bemaraha, 3.4 km 93 E Bekopaka 6–10.xi.2001 Fisher et al. (8 ). Prov. Toliara: Cap Sainte
Marie, 14.9 km 261 W Marovato 13–19.ii.2002 Fisher et al. (6 ); Fiherenana, Frontier Project 21–24.x.2002
MGF040 (7 ); Forêt Mahavelo, Isantoria Riv., 5.5 km 37 NE Ifotaka 31.i.2002 Fisher et al. (1 ); 28 km
NNW Ranohira, Isalo N. P., 16.xii.1993  G. D. Alpert (6 ) (MCZ).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head rectangular; vertex planar or weakly concave; frons
shining and smooth except for piliferous pits; pilosity of frons a mixture of incurved, semi-erect
setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae. Eye minute, eyes consisting of one or two ommatidia
only; (in full-face view) eyes set at about midpoint of head capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes set pos-
teriad of midline of head capsule. Antennal segments 12; antennal club three-segmented. Clypeal
carinae always weakly defined; anteromedian clypeal margin straight between strongly divergent
clypeal carinae, clypeus descending almost vertically to horizontal arc of mandibles and sometimes
transversely carinate below level of antennal insertions; paraclypeal setae moderately long and fine,
curved; posteromedian clypeal margin extending slightly beyond level of posterior margin of anten-
nal fossae. Anterior tentorial pits situated nearer mandibular insertions than antennal fossae. Frontal
lobes sinuate, divergent posteriad. Psammophore absent. Palp formula 2,2. Mandibular teeth four;
mandibles linear-triangular and smooth (except for piliferous pits); masticatory margin of
mandibles strongly oblique; basal tooth approximately same size as t3 (four teeth present).

MESOSOMA: Promesonotum shining and smooth on dorsum, lower mesopleuron strongly punc-
tate; (viewed in profile) anterior promesonotum smoothly rounded, thereafter more-or-less flat-
tened, promesonotum on same plane as propodeum; promesonotal setae greater than twelve; stand-
ing promesonotal setae a mixture of well-spaced, distinctly longer, erect and semi-erect setae which
are curved distally and often paired, interspersed with much shorter, incurved, decumbent setae;
appressed promesonotal setulae few, mainly on sides of promesonotum. Metanotal groove strong-
ly impressed, with distinct transverse costulae. Propodeum shining, dorsum and sides of propodeum
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