
head capsule subquadrate; compound eye large, ovate;
mandibles short (less than half head length), with
more than eight (�10) evenly sized small teeth.
Forewing: length �13 mm; 1 � 2r, 3r, rm, mcu, cua,
closed; rm hexagonal, mcu pentagonal; rm, mcu, cua
about equal height; cu-a joins M�Cu at branching to
M.f1, Cu.f1; Rs.f1 joins Sc�R close to perpendicular;
Cu1 present. Petiole (paratype queen): preserved in
lateral aspect; with low, evenly rounded dorsal sur-
face. Gaster (paratype queen): AIII, AIV morphology
as deÞned for the genus; caudal portion, sting not
preserved. Measurements: HW, 2.0 mm; HL, 2.3 mm.
TypeMaterial.HOLOTYPE: UCCIPRL-18 F-850. A

fairly clearly preserved forewing, broken portions of
other forewing; head, parts of body, mostly unclear. In
the collection of TRU. Labeled: HOLOTYPE, Avito-
myrmex mastax Archibald, Cover and Moreau.

PARATYPE: UCCIPRL-18 F-929. A mostly com-
plete specimen, with forewing (but not as clearly
preserved as that of the holotype), at least part of a
poorly preserved head, the mesosoma and petiole in
lateral aspect, and gaster somewhat disarticulated, in
dorsal (?) aspect, portion caudad AIV missing/indis-
tinct. In the collection of TRU. Labeled: PARATYPE,
Avitomyrmex mastax Archibald, Cover and Moreau.
Locality and Age. CANADA: British Columbia: the

McAbee locality; Kamloops Group, unnamed forma-
tion; Eocene: Ypresian.
Etymology. From the Greek mastax, for “jaw”, or

“mandible” referring to itsmandible size,notably small
within the subfamily, but common within the family.
Discussion. The forewings of the holotype and

paratype are distinct fromMyrmeciaby cell mcu about

equal in height to cua (smaller in Myrmecia);
Y. orbiculata andM. (?) tabanifluviensis by cu�a per-
pendicular to A (joins at angle in those); and from
Y. rebekkae by M.f2 shorter than Rs�M.

Avitomyrmex systenus Archibald,
Cover and Moreau, n. sp.

(Figs. 9-10, 17E)

Diagnosis. This species can be most easily dis-
tinguished from A. mastax by head capsule pointed
(A. mastax, subquadrate), petiole dorsum angulate
(A. mastax, smoothly rounded); from A. elongatus by
size (too small to reasonably represent A. elongatus
worker caste; see Discussion).
Holotype Worker. As in diagnosis, Figs. 9, 10, 17E,

and the following. Length estimated �1.5 cm in life.
Head: mandibles three-fourths head length as pre-
served (possibly longer); posterior border of head
capsule tapering to a point in proÞle; eyes large, at
approximately one-third head length, apparently el-
liptical but poorly preserved. Mesosoma: pronotum
nearly ßat or weakly convex in proÞle; metanotal
groove present; propodeum evenly rounded, lacking
teeth or spines (paratype). Legs: indistinctly pre-
served, but relatively long in proportion to body size.
Petiole: height, length about equal; attachment to
propodeum obscured by leg; attachment to gaster
broad, without constriction at juncture; node bluntly
pointed; low, highest point at about half petiole length.
Gaster: narrow as a whole, length �3 times maximum
diameter; AIII strikingly narrow, posterior margin
twice height of anterior margin; sting well developed,

Fig. 8. A. mastax, queen, habitus of holotype (A and B) and paratype (C and D). (A) Photograph. (B) Drawing. Scale
bar � 5 mm, both to scale. (C) Photograph. (D) Drawing. Scale bar � 5 mm, all to scale.
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