
long. Measurements: Holotype: HL, 2.9 mm; WL,
5.5 mm; AIII/AIV height, 0.66; HL/WL, 0.53. Paratype:
WL, 5.3 mm.
Type Material. HOLOTYPE: 2003.2.11 CDM 035

(part only); a worker, generally well preserved in
lateral aspect, but with head poorly preserved and
caudal portion of gaster indistinct with legs faintly
preserved, mostly present; housed in the CDM col-
lection; collected by SBA in May 2001. Labeled:
HOLOTYPE, Avitomyrmex systenus Archibald, Cover
and Moreau, and with the collector number SBA 1164.

PARATYPE: UCCIPR L-18 F-989; a worker, gener-
ally well preserved in lateral aspect, but with head
poorly preserved and caudal portion of gaster indis-
tinct with legs mostly present; deposited at TRU; col-
lected by unknown person, donated to TRU by David
Langevin in 2001. Labeled: PARATYPE, Avitomyrmex
systenus Archibald, Cover and Moreau.

HYPOTYPE: UCCIPR L-18 F-825, tentatively as-
signed to this species; a worker, fairly preserved, legs
indistinct, gaster enlarged, presumably swollen; de-
posited in the collection of TRU; collected by un-
known person, donated to TRU by David Langevin in
2001. Labeled: HYPOTYPE, Avitomyrmex systenus
(Archibald, Cover and Moreau, 2006).
Locality and Age. CANADA: British Columbia: the

McAbee locality; Kamloops Group, unnamed forma-
tion; Eocene: Ypresian.
Etymology. From the Greek systenos, “tapering to a

point,” referring to the shapeof thepointedapexof the
head capsule.
Discussion. The differing head capsule, mandible

and petiole morphologies of this species conÞdently
rules out the possibility that it represents the worker
caste of A. mastax. Furthermore, we believe it not be
the worker caste of A. elongatus, as the size difference
is distinctly less between these than between conspe-
ciÞc modern myrmeciine queens and workers. Dis-
covery of the head of an A. elongatus queen will add
further clarity.

UCCIPR L-18 F-825 is tentatively referred to this
species by shape of the head, and, as can be deter-
mined, of the mesosoma and petiole. WeberÕs length
is difÞcult to measure due to preservation, seeming
shorter (�5 mm; holotype, 5.5 mm; paratype, 5.3 mm),
but this difÞculty may be due to a slight dislocation of
the head post mortem, obscuring the anteriodorsal
point of the mesosoma. The gaster of this specimen is
much wider as preserved than that of the holotype or
paratype (Figs. 9 and 10); however, in this case, we
cannot discount that this is a taphonomic artifact.

Macabeemyrma Archibald,
Cover and Moreau, n. gen.

Type Species. Macabeemyrma ovata.
Diagnosis. Queens distinguished from those of

other genera of Myrmeciinae by elongate-oval head in
frontal aspect, �1.5 times as long as wide. Mandibles
elongate, not subtriangular (exact shape not deter-
mined, below); elongate, subtriangular in all other
Myrmeciinae except Myrmecia (elongate sublinear/
linear) (A. mastax subtriangular, but not elongate, see
below).
Queen. Large myrmeciine ants with the following

characters.

1. Head notably longer than broad
2. Mandibles as preserved shifted, rotated from life

position, apparently elongate (clearly not subtri-
angular as inYpresiomyrma), but distal portions not
clearly preserved; dentate, but teeth not well pre-
served

3. Eyes possibly preserved, if so, large, convex, situ-
ated anteriorly, abutting posterior clypeal margin

4. Mesosoma preserved in lateral aspect; large
5. Wings not known
6. Propodeal dorsum rounded in lateral aspect, with-

out spines or teeth

Fig. 9. A. systenus, worker, habitus of holotype. (A) Pho-
tograph. (B) Drawing. Scale bar � 5 mm, both to scale.
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