
complete, but rather poorly preserved queen, some
parts of legs, without wings (or not preserved). De-
posited at TRU; collected by unknown person, do-
nated to TRU by David Langevin in 2002. Labeled:
HOLOTYPE, Macabeemyrma ovata Archibald, Cover
and Moreau.
Locality and Age. CANADA: British Columbia: the

McAbee locality; Kamloops Group, unnamed forma-
tion; Eocene: Ypresian.
Etymology. From the Latin ovatus, “egg-shaped”,

referring the head capsule.
Discussion. This fossil is preserved in a rather soft,

friable bedding layer, with poor, low-contrast preser-
vation, and so much of it is indistinct. The eyes seem
to be preserved, but faintly. If so, then they are situ-
ated at the anterior-most position of the head capsule,

as inMyrmecia, rather than mid-head as in Nothomyr-
mecia.

Myrmeciites Archibald, Cover and Moreau, n. gen.

Etymology. FromMyrmeci[inae] � the Latin sufÞx
-ites “having the nature of”, a traditional sufÞx often
used in forming genus names of fossils. Gender mas-
culine.
Discussion. As a collective group, a description or

diagnosis is not provided forMyrmeciites.This generic
name is proposed for all fossil ant species referable to
the subfamily Myrmeciinae, yet whose orthotaxo-
nomic generic position is unclear by the poor or in-
complete preservation of their present specimens.
Collective groups do not have type species (Interna-
tional Trust for Zoological Nomenclature 1999: arti-
cles 13.3.2, 42.3.1, 66, and 67.14).

Myrmeciites herculeanus Archibald,
Cover and Moreau, n. sp.

(Figs. 12, 17G)

Diagnosis.May be separated from other species of
the subfamily by petiole shape most similar to that of
Prionomyrmex, but mandibles notably shorter than
head-length (Prionomyrmex, equal to head-length)
and eyes apparently smaller, placed at or near poste-
rior corners of head (Prionomyrmex, much larger, at
head mid-length); overall size.
HolotypeWorker.As in diagnosis, Figs. 12, 17G, and

the following. Length estimated �2 cm in life. Head:
mandibles mostly poorly preserved, but clearly elon-
gate, well developed, length indeterminable as pre-
served; compound eyes indistinct as preserved. An-
tennae: scape long, clearly longer than head length;
funiculus long, Þliform. Mesosoma: workerlike, not
wing-bearing; mesonotum distinct, clearly separated
from pronotum and propodeum by sutures; propodeal
dorsum rounded, without spines or teeth. Legs: long
relative to body size; tarsal claws detected on one
pretarsus, with apparent aroleum (left hind leg). Pet-
iole: apedunculate, node conical with rounded apex;
several longitudinal striations apparent low on lateral
surface; about as long as high; broadly attached to AIII.
Gaster: helicium robust; AIII bell-shaped; gaster pos-
terior of AIII incomplete/poorly preserved. Measure-
ments: SL, 5.2 mm; WL, 8.8 mm.
Type Material. HOLOTYPE: UCCIPR L-18 F-974;

Large worker; mostly well preserved in lateral aspect,
but lacking much of posterior of gaster; no counter-
part; housed in TRU; collected by unknown person,
donated to TRU by David Langevin in 2002. Labeled:
HOLOTYPE, Myrmeciites herculeanus Archibald,
Cover and Moreau.
Locality and Age. CANADA: British Columbia: the

McAbee locality; Kamloops Group, unnamed forma-
tion; Eocene: Ypresian.
Etymology. The speciÞc epithet herculeanus is

formed from the Latin name (Hercules) of the Greek
hero Heracles, referring to the large, sturdy habitus of
this ant.

Fig. 11. M. ovata, queen, habitus of holotype. (A) Pho-
tograph of part. (B) Drawing, from both part and counter-
part. Scale bar � 5 mm, all to scale.
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