
 

Figs. 4 - 7: Camponotus senex and C. textor, minor workers. Camponotus senex: (4) lateral view; (5) dorsal view. Speci-
men data: Costa Rica: Cartago Prov., 5 km E Turrialba (9° 54' N, 83° 38' W), 945 m elevation, 20.III.1987, leg. J. Longi-
no#1535, specimen code INBIOCRI002280890 (JTLC). Camponotus textor: (6) lateral view; (7) dorsal view. Specimen 
data: Costa Rica: Heredia Prov., La Selva Biological Station (10° 26' N, 84° 01' W), 50 m elevation, 9.I.1993, leg. J. 
Longino#3336, specimen code INBIOCRI001218776 (JTLC). Scale is same for Figs. 4 - 7. 
 
C. senex should be disassociated from the silk-spinning 
Camponotus and C. textor applied instead. 

Given the lack of dense gastral pubescence on C. senex, 
it is unlikely that Norton's C. tomentosa is actually a syn-
onym of C. senex. However, given the unavailability of 
types for the old Norton names, it can rest in oblivion un-
der C. senex. 

Camponotus textor FOREL, 1899 stat.n. (Figs. 6, 7) 
Camponotus senex textor FOREL, 1899: 138: syntype wor-

ker, queen: Costa Rica (Tonduz); EMERY (1925: 164): 
combination in C. (Myrmobrachys). 

Camponotus senex (misidentifications): FOREL (1879: 96): 
description of major worker; FOREL (1905); WHEELER 
(1915); WHEELER, G.C. & WHEELER, J. (1953:194): de-
scription of larva; SCHREMMER (1979); HÖLLDOBLER 
& WILSON (1983). 
Camponotus textor is a typical Myrmobrachys in the 

form of the propodeum and general habitus. Like C. senex 
it is very setose, with abundant erect setae projecting from 
the sides of the head in face view and from the mesosomal 
and gastral dorsa in side view. Unlike in C. senex the gas-
ter is covered with a dense yellow appressed pubescence 
that obscures the underlying cuticle and gives the ant a 
golden sheen. Forel described C. textor based on a Costa 
Rican collection by Tonduz. It was collected in a silk nest 
attached to leaves, and the entire nest, with queen, was sent 
to Forel. The description includes the dense yellow pubes-
cence and abundant long erect pilosity, and I am confident 
of this determination. The presence of dense gastral pu-
bescence is relatively common in Myrmobrachys. Similar-
ly pubescent species in Costa Rica include C. planatus and 
C. brettesi. The former is bicolored, with red head and me-
sosoma and darker gaster. Minor workers of C. brettesi 
tend to have relatively shorter and whiter pubescence, lack-

ing the golden sheen of C. textor. Camponotus textor is 
weakly polymorphic, whereas C. planatus and C. brettesi 
have more distinct major workers that are much larger 
than minor workers. 

Camponotus textor inhabits mature rainforest canopy, 
where it builds nests by sewing leaves together with larval 
silk (FOREL 1899, 1905, WHEELER 1915, SCHREMMER 1979, 
HÖLLDOBLER & WILSON 1983). In Costa Rica it is rela-
tively uncommon. At La Selva Biological Station, in the 
Atlantic lowlands, there is a large foot bridge that crosses 
the Rio Puerto Viejo. On each side of the river the bridge 
goes through the crowns of canopy trees growing on the 
banks of the river. One of these is an Inga, and for a while 
it contained nests of C. textor. From the side of the bridge I 
could see two or three of the nests, each a cluster of leaves 
and silk about the size of a baseball. Workers and a de-
alate queen were obtained in a Project ALAS canopy fog-
ging sample from Virola koschnyi (Myristicaceae). This 
was the only occurrence among 52 ALAS fogging sam-
ples. In addition, workers were obtained in a single ALAS 
Malaise trap, one of 16 traps run for a year of sampling.  

There is a montane form of C. textor which differs from 
the lowland form. The gaster has dilute pubescence, like C. 
senex. It occurs at 500 m elevation on the Barva Tran-
sect, a continuously forested slope above La Selva Biolo-
gical Station. I found a colony when I cut and lowered a 
large live branch from the crown of a Vochysia ferruginea 
tree. The branch contained two nests of silked-together 
leaves. The nests were relatively small, comprised of only 
two or three Vochysia leaves held together with silk sheets. 
The two forms of C. textor seem to be sharply parapatric. 
During Project ALAS sampling of the Barva transect, 
workers of typical C. textor were collected in a Malaise 
trap at a 300 m site but not at any of the higher sites. The 
montane form was collected only from the 500 m site. It is 
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