
 

Figs. 5 - 8: Lateral view of mesosoma and petiole; (5) P. cryptoceroides EMERY, 1887; (6) P. jerdonii FOREL, 1892; (7) 
P. thailandica sp.n.; (8) P. wroughtonii FOREL, 1894. 
 
 
Mandibles with short, curved hairs near masticatory bor-
ders and numerous decumbent hairs arising from pits to-
wards mandibular bases. Anterior clypeal margin with a 
few, longer, anteriorly directed setae medially and fringe 
of short setae towards mandibular bases; a few pairs of 
medium length, erect hairs arising near anterior and basal 
clypeal margins; numerous decumbent hairs, partly ob-
scuring underlying sculpturation, covering most of cly-
peus. A few pairs of short, erect hairs on vertex. Medium 
length, erect hairs lining apical segments of gaster.  

Mandibles dark brown with teeth and inner borders 
dark red and lighter red band along masticatory borders. 
Body black, with antennae and legs, including coxae, yel-
lowish or light reddish-brown; tarsi and joints of femora 
and tibiae a shade darker.  

Sexuals and immature stages: Unknown.  
Remarks: The holotype specimen was collected for-

aging low on a tree trunk in dry evergreen forest at the 
Thong Pha Phum study site within the Maeklong Water-
shed Research Station. Polyrhachis thailandica sp.n. stands 
closest to P. jerdonii, with the main distinguishing charac-
ters given in the remarks section under that species.   

Polyrhachis wroughtonii FOREL, 1894 (Figs. 4, 8, 12) 
Polyrhachis wroughtonii FOREL, 1894: 398. Syntype wor-

kers. Type locality: India, Kanara (M. Wroughton), 
MHNG (examined). 

Polyrhachis wroughtonii FOREL, 1895: 457. Description of 
queen and male.  
Dimensions of syntypes: TL c. 4.54 - 4.99; HL 1.18 - 

1.34; HW 1.03 - 1.15; CI 86 - 87; SL 1.25 - 1.28; SI 111 - 
121; PW 1.09 - 1.15; MTL 1.18 - 1.22 (2 workers meas-
ured).  

Additional material examined: India: Travancore, 
Tenmalai, 500 - 800 m, 11.-17.X.1938 (leg. B.M. - C.M. 
Exp. to S. India, Sept. - Oct. 1938) (∑); Bombay (no fur-
ther data) (leg. G.B. King) (∑).  

Dimensions: TL c. 4.69 - 4.74; HL 1.22 - 1.28; HW 
1.04 - 1.09; CI 85; SL 1.25 - 1.34; SI 120 - 123; PW 1.06 
- 1.12; MTL 1.15 - 1.22 (2 workers measured).  

Remarks: Polyrhachis wroughtonii is apparently a rath-
er rare species and has been collected on only a few occa-
sions. It is easily distinguished from the other species of 
the group by the rounded sides of the mesosoma and the 
absence of a metanotal groove.  
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