
 

Figs. 1 - 4: Pogonomyrmex stefani sp.n. (1) Lateral view of worker body; (2) dorsal view of worker head; (2) lateral view 
of male body; (4) dorsal view of male head.  
 
approaching their apparent respective nest entrances, so 
they may not be nest-mates. At the time of capture these 
ants were taken for a dark variety of Pogonomyrmex nae-
gelii FOREL, 1878, which nests in the open savannas bey-
ond the gallery forest. The described male is most pro-
bably P. stefani on account of its similarity to the wor-
kers in size, colour, and pilosity. A large savanna and gal-
lery forest are near Amarawai Tepui next to the Akanán 
River. Sporadic sampling of leaf litter with sifters and Wink-
ler extractors in (non gallery forest) forested areas of the 
same region of the type locality failed to retrieve any ad-
ditional specimens of P. stefani, leading to the suspicion 
that this ant may be endemic to gallery forests of the Ori-
noco Watershed. 

This species adds another dimension to the habitats set-
tled by Pogonomyrmex in northern South America: low-
land mesic forests, differing from the other forest dwell-
ing species, P. striatinodus FERNÁNDEZ & PALACIO, 1998, 
and P. sylvestris LATTKE, 1990 which prefer the cloud for-
ests of higher elevations (LATTKE 1990, FERNÁNDEZ & 
PALACIO 1998). Since its description, P. sylvestris has 
been collected several more times in cloud forests of the 
eastern Venezuelan Andes close to Boconó, including a nest 
in a rotten log on the ground. The other species of Pogono-
myrmex found in this region, P. naegelii, and P. mayri 
FOREL, 1899, dwell in arid habitats. In southern Venezu-
ela, P. naegelii is a soil nester found in open savannas. 
Pogonomyrmex mayri is mostly found in thorn forest, and 

very dry forest below 850 m about the northern slopes of 
Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta in northeastern Colombia 
(KUGLER & HINCAPIÉ 1983, DIX & al. 2005, GUERRERO 
2005). Nevertheless, P. mayri workers have been taken 
in scant quantities in humid forest with dense canopy and 
rich leaf litter at 835 m in the Sierra Nevada (GUERRERO 
2005), indicating the upper extreme of their altitudinal dis-
tribution. With the discovery of these species, the distri-
bution of P. theresiae FOREL, 1899 in western Ecuador 
(FOREL 1899) can no longer be considered so isolated and 
enigmatic. Its type locality, Estero Salado, is now a port 
area popular with tourists, and surrounded by the urban 
sprawl of Guayaquil. It was formerly a mangrove forest, 
surrounded on dry land by arid coastal forests, the likely 
habitat for Pogonomyrmex. Its rediscovery remains a chal-
lenge for Ecuadorian myrmecologists. 

The following key should provide sufficient charac-
ters to separate P. stefani from the other Pogonomyrmex of 
northern South America. The only other known sympatric 
species of Pogonomyrmex is P. naegelii, and it is quite 
easy to separate from P. stefani on account of its ferrugin-
ous color, stiff and sparse bristle-like pilosity, the concave 
anterior clypeal margin, lack of a dentiform subpetiolar pro-
cess, and presence of a shallow metanotal groove, amongst 
other characters. Pogonomyrmex stefani shares with P. syl-
vestris the presence of hairs between the ommatidia, tex-
ture of the body pilosity, median clypeal tooth, dentiform 
subpetiolar process, and an obliterated metanotal groove, 
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