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Abstract 

The taxonomic status of the six United States species comprising the Camponotus festinatus (BUCKLEY, 1866) complex 
is reviewed. A neotype for C. festinatus is designated and the female castes are described. The remaining five species are 
redescribed relative to C. festinatus. Camponotus fragilis PERGANDE, 1894 sp.rev. is revived from synonymy; C. 
pudorosus EMERY, 1925 stat.n. is recognized as a distinct species. Two new species are described: C. absquatulator 
sp.n. (California) and C. microps sp.n. (Arizona). 
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Introduction 
The prevailing concept of Camponotus festinatus (BUCK-
LEY, 1866) beginning with WHEELER (1902) up to and in-
cluding that of MACKAY & MACKAY (2002) has always 
been uncertain. In part, this has been due to the lack of a 
proper description of this taxon; the original description was 
hopelessly vague and subsequent descriptions have done 
little to improve matters. A further difficulty was that over 
its entire range, extending from central Texas to the Paci-
fic Coast and south well into Mexico, C. "festinatus" dis-
played a bewildering array of variant forms. Recently, gene-
tic studies of nest populations in a limited area of south-
ern Arizona by GOODISMAN & HAHN (2005) and by A.B. 
Lazarus & al. (unpubl.) have demonstrated the coexistence 
of several distinct species or incipient species.  

The voucher specimens for the above cited genetic stud-
ies suggest that additional species remain to be described. 
"Camponotus nr. festinatus desert dark" and "C. nr. festina-
tus desert light" of GOODISMAN & HAHN (2005) will both 
fall within C. festinatus as here characterized, but both 
may be distinct species apart from C. festinatus. Similarly, 
"C. nr. festinatus long-legged form" of A.B. Lazarus & 
al. (unpubl.) may represent an additional new species. 
Voucher specimens of the collections used in those two 
studies are deposited in the MCZC (see below), but were 
made available too late for detailed consideration in this 
study. 

As part of my ongoing study of the ants of California 
I have had to reevaluate the status of some of the species 
in the Camponotus festinatus complex. This has resulted 
in the realization that C. fragilis, described from the Lower 
California peninsula of Mexico was wrongly synonymized 
with C. festinatus and that there exists in the southern 
California deserts an additional species. I am taking this 
opportunity to define the C. festinatus complex, designate 
a neotype for C. festinatus and to provide a full descrip-

tion for this species, as well as to describe two new spe-
cies, one from the Sonoran Desert of southern California 
(C. absquatulator sp.n.) and one from moderate elevations 
in the Chiricahua Mountains of southeastern Arizona (C. 
microps sp.n.). 

Specimens examined 
The specimens utilized in this study are from a number of 
sources: 
CASC California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, CA. 
LACM Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, 

Los Angeles, CA. 
MCZC Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard Uni-

versity, Cambridge, MA. 
RAJC Robert A. Johnson, personal collection, Tempe, AZ. 
UCDC University of California, Davis, CA. 
USNM National Museum of Natural History, Washington, 

DC. 
Paratypes of the two new species described below will be 

deposited in The Natural History Museum, London, BMNH. 

Measurements and terminology 
Measurements of morphological features were made at 50× 
using a Leitz stereo microscope and an ocular micrometer. 
Measurements were recorded in hundredths of a millimeter. 
Head measurements were made in full-face (frontal) view. 
I have, when possible, given the results of measurements 
for 12 individuals of each class, mostly of randomly se-
lected specimens, but deliberately seeking apparent lar-
gest and smallest specimens as part of the 12. 
CI Cephalic Index: HW / HL × 100.  
EL Eye Length, measured in full face (frontal) view. 
EW Eye Width, measured in full face (frontal) view and 

perpendicular to EL. 
HFI Hind Femur Index: HFL / HW × 100. 


