
Camponotus festinatus (BUCKLEY, 1866) (Figs. 1 - 8) 
 
Formica festinata BUCKLEY, 1866: 164: w., q. 
Camponotus festinatus: DALLA TORRE (1893: 231). 
Camponotus fumidus var. pubicornis EMERY, 1893: 670: 

w.; synonymy by WHEELER (1910: 312). 
Camponotus fumidus var. festinatus: WHEELER (1902: 22). 
Camponotus (Camponotus) fumidus var. festinatus: WHEE-

LER (1910: 312). 
Camponotus (Camponotus) fumidus var. spurcus WHEE-

LER, 1910: 315: w., q.; synonymy by CREIGHTON (1950: 
376). 

Camponotus (Myrmoturba) fumidus var. festinatus: WHEE-
LER (1917: 561). 

Camponotus (Tanaemyrmex) fumidus var. festinatus: EME-
RY (1925: 80); CREIGHTON (1950: 376). 

Camponotus (Tanaemyrmex) festinatus: SNELLING (1968: 
350); MACKAY & MACKAY (2002: 255). 
Neotype worker by present designation, United States 

of America, Texas, Travis Co., Austin, 150 m (37.53° N, 
097.74° W), 6.VIII.1954, leg. A.C. Cole, # T46, under stone 
(LACM). In case of destruction or loss of the neotype spe-
cimen, a replacement neotype can be designated from: a 
series of workers, same locality, 13. - 14.IX.1942, leg. W. 
F. Buren; series of workers and queens, Ozona (17 mi S), 
Crockett Co., 24.VII.1955, leg. A.C. Cole, # T117, in soil 
under several large stones (BMNH, LACM, MCZC, UCDC, 
USNM). 

Diagnosis. Mandible of major worker microreticulate on 
basal half between scattered piligerous punctures; anterior 
half of malar area with numerous coarse elongate punc-
tures; scape of major worker with a variable number of ful-
ly erect setae, but pubescence fully appressed, that of mi-
nor worker with fewer than 3 fine suberect setae (usually 
none) and pubescence fully appressed; both subcastes with 
suberect to erect setae along entire head margin in frontal 
view. 

Description of major worker (n = 12). Measurements 
(mm): HL 2.75 - 3.00; HW 2.45 - 2.75; EL 0.60 - 0.70; SL 
2.50 - 2.70; ML 3.55 - 3.85. Indices: CI 84 - 93; HFI 109 - 
116; OI 22 - 24; SI 88 - 95. 

Medium-sized species in the C. festinatus complex. 
Head (Fig. 1) wedge-shaped, broadest at or slightly above 
level of eyes, evenly tapering to base of mandibles. Man-
dible (Fig. 3) microreticulate basad, becoming smoother 
and shinier apicad, with scattered piligerous punctures, rare-
ly with a few weak longitudinal rugae near base; mastica-
tory margin with six teeth, the first five (counting from 
apex) acute; proximal tooth larger than preceding teeth 
and slightly off-set, acute to truncate or weakly bifid; sub-
tended by an offset small tooth on inner basal margin 
(sometimes sufficiently strong that mandible appears to be 
seven-toothed). Head at least slightly longer than broad, 
sides weakly convex and divergent behind and broadly 
rounded into concave posterior (preoccipital) margin. EL 
about one-quarter of HL; in frontal view outer margin of 
eye separated from head margin by about 0.50 × EW; ICD 
0.58 - 0.63 × HW. Disc of clypeus distinctly subangulate 
along midline; anterior margin truncate, transverse to very 
weakly concave in middle. Scape long, its apex distinctly 
surpassing posterolateral angles of head; scape base sub-
cylindrical. Frontal carinae separated anteriorly by about 
one-fifth HW, flaring out posteriorly to about one-third 

HW. Entire head slightly shiny and coarsely microreticu-
late between sparse piligerous punctures; anterior half of 
malar area with coarser elongate punctures; gena slightly 
shiny below eye, coarsely microreticulate between mostly 
elliptical piligerous punctures. 

Mesosomal dorsum moderately convex in profile; meta-
notum usually distinctly defined by anterior and posterior 
unimpressed lines (meso-metanotal line sometimes weakly 
impressed); dorsal face of propodeum broadly rounded in-
to declivitous face and about one-third longer than declivit-
ous face. 

Petiole simple, scale-like in profile and summit distinct-
ly convex in posterior view. 

Legs relatively short, metatibia 2.75 - 3.20 mm long. 
Body moderately shiny and weakly microreticulate; 

head duller and more strongly microreticulate; with sparse 
to scattered moderately coarse piligerous punctures; anteri-
or malar area with conspicuous coarse elongate punctures. 

Pilosity moderately abundant on dorsal surfaces of head 
and body, setae apically acute and yellowish; malar area and 
margins of head with numerous short standing setae, long-
est setae c. 0.20 mm long; underside of head with numer-
ous standing setae, ranging from 0.13 - 0.30 mm long; side 
of pronotum with several standing setae above ventral mar-
gin; the following numbers of medium length to long stand-
ing setae present on indicated structures: scape shaft (15+), 
ventral margin of profemur (10 - 19), pronotum (18 - 26), 
mesonotum (9 - 14), propodeum (10 - 16), petiole (5 - 12), 
disc of gastral tergum I (14 - 18), premarginal row on gas-
tral tergum I (11 - 14). Fine appressed pubescence absent, 
or nearly so, from most head and body surfaces (conspicu-
ous only on scape shaft). 

Body and appendages yellowish brown, head more 
brownish; gastral segments darker brownish, at least at base, 
sometimes largely brownish. 

Description of medium and small workers (n = 20). 
Measurements (mm): HL 1.65 - 2.00; HW 1.05 - 1.40; EL 
0.40 - 0.55; SL 2.20 - 2.45; ML 2.60 - 3.15. Indices: CI 61 
- 70; HFI 137 - 235; OI 25 - 28; SI 121 - 133. 

Mandible shiny and weakly microreticulate and with 
scattered piligerous punctures; masticatory margin with six 
or seven teeth, proximal tooth robust and subtruncate, re-
maining teeth acute. Head distinctly longer than broad, lat-
eral margins subparallel anterior to eyes, slightly convex 
and narrower behind eyes, preoccipital margin transverse 
(Note: The head shape of the minor worker is grossly dis-
torted in the figure – no. 346 – by MACKAY & MACKAY 
2002). Eye situated behind midlength of head; EL about 
0.25 × HL; in frontal view outer margin extending slightly 
beyond margin of head; ICD 0.60 - 0.70 × HW. Clypeus 
and scape as in major worker, but anterior margin of cly-
peus consistently transverse. Frontal carinae separated 
anteriorly by about 0.40 × HW, widening posteriorly to 
about 0.30 × HW. 

Mesosoma similar to major worker but propodeal pro-
file more evenly rounded and metanotum not defined. 

Head and body moderately shiny; head shinier than 
that of major worker and less conspicuously microreticu-
late, especially on malar and genal areas; malar area with 
scattered fine round punctures. 

Pilosity about as in major; the following numbers of 
medium length to long brownish standing setae on the fol-
low ng structures: scape shaft (0 - 2), profemur (8 - 13),  i  
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