
 

Figs. 1 - 6: Camponotus festinatus. (1, 2) Frontal view of heads of major and minor worker, respectively; (3) base of man-
dible of major worker; (4) malar area of major worker; (5, 6) median portion of antennal scape of major and minor wor-
ker, respectively. 
 
 
pronotum (11 - 15), mesonotum (4 - 7), propodeum (5 - 7), 
petiole (4 - 8), disc of gastral tergum I (6 - 10), premarginal 
row on gastral tergum I (6 - 10).  

Head, body and appendages yellowish brown, gastral 
terga with varying degrees of darker brownish at base. 

Description of queen (n = 3), measurements: HL 2.56 
- 2.72; HW 2.00 - 2.31; EL 0.72 - 0.77; SL 2.36 - 2.72; ML 
4.51 - 4.92. Indices: CI 78 - 90; HFI 120 - 146; OI 28; SI 
92 - 104. 

Head about as in major worker but less strongly nar-
rowed anteriorly and preoccipital margin slightly convex. 
Eye margin slightly exceeding head margin; ICD - 0.74 × 
HW. IOD about 4.5 times and OOD about 3.5 × OD. 

Pilosity about as in media and minor workers. 
Color about as described for major workers, but gaster 

more extensively infuscated. 
Distribution. Central Texas to the mountains of south-

ern and central Arizona and adjacent States in northern 
Mexico. The extent of the southward distribution is unclear 

at this time. I have seen samples from as far south as the 
State of Jalisco that might prove to be C. festinatus when 
more adequate material becomes available. Westernmost 
records of C. festinatus are from central Arizona: Mari-
copa Co. (Mazatzal Mts.), Pinal Co. (Queen Creek Canyon) 
and Yavapai Co. (Lynx Lake). 

Discussion. Camponotus festinatus is a species pri-
marily of oak woodlands. Nests are in soil, commonly be-
neath stones or other covering objects, most often on rocky 
hillsides. 

The color of this species is subject to considerable vari-
ation. The basic pattern is as described above: a yellowish 
brown ant, with variable degrees of darker brownish infus-
cation, particularly on the head and gaster, each of which 
may be almost wholly brown. When the gaster is largely 
brown, there usually are distinct yellowish spots on lateral 
areas on the second and third terga as well as at the base 
of the first segment. Typically, too, the antennal scape and 
the tibiae are darker brownish. Specimens from the Chisos   
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