
 
Mountains in western Texas are much lighter in color than 
the types, with almost no brownish infuscation, and thus are 
similar to C. fragilis, characterized below. 

Most similar in stature and color to C. festinatus is C. 
pudorosus, a species that ranges from the Mexican State of 
Hidalgo north to the mountains of southern Arizona. The 
two differ in the pilosity of the scape. In C. pudorosus there 
is a mixture of subdecumbent to erect setae that are quite 
variable in length with the shortest setae far more abun-
dant. In contrast the scape of C. festinatus has scattered ap-
pressed fine pubescence and sparse longer erect setae in 
the major worker and queen, and few or no standing setae 
of any inclination in the media and minor workers. 

The range of C. festinatus overlaps that of C. microps, 
described below, in the mountains of southern Arizona, 
but that species, as the name implies, has distinctly smal-
ler eyes. Also generally sympatric is C. vafer, known from 
only a few collections in the mountains of southwestern 
New Mexico, southern Arizona and northeastern Sonora, 
Mexico. Unlike C. festinatus and other members of the fes-
tinatus complex, C. vafer nests in dead branches of live 
oaks, rather than in the ground. In C. vafer major workers 
and queens, the anterior margin of the clypeus is most of-
ten slightly incurved (transverse in C. festinatus) and in the 
minor workers there are usually 6 - 14 fully erect setae 
along the mesial and dorsal faces of the antennal scape (ab-
sent in most minor workers in any nest population in C. 
festinatus).  

Two smaller species in this complex are found at lower 
elevations west of the range of C. festinatus: C. fragilis and 
C. absquatulator sp.n. The latter is limited to the Sonoran 
Desert portions of southern California. In major workers 
there are no erect setae along the head margins posterior to 
the anterior margin of the compound eyes. The setae on the 
malar area are shorter and sparser than in C. festinatus. 
Minor workers, too, lack marginal setae posterior to the 
anterior eye margins and often none along the outer mar-
gin of the malar area.  

Camponotus fragilis is similar to C. absquatulator sp.n. 
in color and stature, but does possess erect setae along the 
entire head margin; in minor workers these setae may be 
sparse, but there are always at least 2 or 3 between the lev-
el of the eyes and the posterolateral angles of the head. 
Separation of C. festinatus and C. fragilis is no easy mat-
ter as the two are distressingly similar in virtually every 
feature. Furthermore, since C. fragilis is allopatric to C. 
festinatus, the two species hypothesis has not the benefit of 
the test of sympatry that so usefully distinguishes C. festi-
natus from such species as C. microps, C. pudorosus, and 
C. vafer. Comparative genetic and molecular studies, such 
as those that separate C. festinatus from its sympatric rela-
tives, are not yet available. Until such data become avail-
able the distinctions between C. festinatus and C. fragilis 
will be a bit uncertain. For the present I have relied upon 
the larger size of C. festinatus and the presence of standing 
setae on the side of the pronotum above the ventral mar-
gin to distinguish between the two. The latter feature is 
limited to the major workers.  

Camponotus absquatulator sp.n. (Figs. 12 - 17) 
Holotype (major worker). United States of America, Cali-
fornia, Imperial County: 3 mi (4.8 km) E of Imperial,  

-21 m, 4.V.1956, leg. R.R. Snelling, under wood on ground 
(LACM). Paratypes. 59 major and minor workers and 1 al-
ate queen with same data (BMNH, LACM, MCZC, UCDC). 

Etymology. From Latin, one who runs away, in allusion 
to the alacrity with which these ants run away when dis-
turbed. 

Diagnosis. Similar to C. festinatus but overall size smal-
ler; differs from all other members of the C. festinatus com-
plex by the lack of erect setae along the head margins pos-
terior to level of anterior margin of the compound eyes in 
both major worker and queens; minor workers usually lack 
such setae along the entire head margin. 

Description of major worker (n = 12). Measurements: 
HL 2.46 - 2.67; HW 2.26 - 2.51; EL 0.59 - 0.67; SL 2.00 - 
2.21; ML 2.82 - 3.23. Indices: CI 92 - 96; HFI 94 - 98; OI 
24 - 25; SI 81 - 86. 

Medium-sized species in the C. festinatus complex. 
Head similar to that of C. festinatus but sometimes more 
rotund in frontal view (Fig. 12). Mandible (Fig. 14) shiny 
and weakly microreticulate throughout between scattered 
piligerous punctures; masticatory margin with six teeth, the 
first five acute and the proximal tooth bluntly rounded to 
truncate. Malar area with scattered round punctures, elon-
gate punctures, if present, confined to near base of man-
dible. EL about 0.33 × HL in frontal view, outer eye margin 
separated from head margin by less than one-half eye 
width; ICD 0.57 - 0.60 × HW. Midline of clypeus weakly 
subangulate but more strongly so near posterior margin; an-
terior margin broadly transverse. Scape and frontal carinae 
as described for C. festinatus. 

Mesosoma as described for C. festinatus, but only meso-
metanotal line present across dorsum. Petiole and legs as des-
cribed for C. festinatus, but metafemur not over 2.3 mm long. 

Sculpture of head and body similar to C. festinatus but 
malar area with scattered round punctures only.  

Pilosity similar to that of C. festinatus but head mar-
gins, posterior to anterior margin of eyes without erect 
setae; side of pronotum, near ventral margin, without erect 
hairs; the following numbers of medium to long yellowish 
setae present on indicated surfaces: dorsal face of scape 
shaft (3 - 8), ventral margin of profemur (5 - 8), pronotum 
(9 - 15), mesonotum (6 - 10), propodeum (4 - 7), petiole 
(6 - 8), disc of gastral tergum I (5 - 7), premarginal row on 
gastral tergum I (8 - 10). Fine appressed pubescence ab-
sent or nearly so, from all surfaces except sparse and dif-
ficult to see on scape shaft. 

Color light yellowish brown; scape and tibiae darker; 
mandibles reddish; gastral segments sometimes with dar-
ker infuscation. 

Description of media and minor workers (n = 21). 
Measurements: HL 1.54 - 1.64; HW 1.08 - 1.18; EL 0.46 - 
0.49; SL 1.79 - 1.90; ML 2.26 - 2.36. Indices: CI 70 - 72; 
HFI 137 - 235; OI 30; SI 113 - 120. 

Head shape about as in C. festinatus; ICD 0.60 - 0.70 × 
HW. Mesosoma about as described for C. festinatus. 

Pilosity similar to C. festinatus but usually lacking short 
erect setae along head margins, rarely 1 - 3 on anterior ma-
lar area near mandible base. Standing yellowish setae pre-
sent on indicated surfaces: dorsal face of scape shaft (0 - 2), 
ventral margin of profemur (2 - 5), pronotum (3 - 6), meso-
notum (2 - 4), propodeum (2), petiole (3 - 6), disc of gastral 
tergum I (2 - 6), premarginal row on gastral tergum I (4 - 6).   
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