
 

Figs. 12 - 17: Camponotus absquatulator. (12, 13) Frontal view of heads of major and minor worker, respectively; (14) 
base of mandible of major worker; (15) malar area of major worker; (16, 17) median portion of antennal scape of major and 
minor worker, respectively. 
 

Color yellowish, mandible, scape, all tarsi pale brown-
ish and at least first gastral tergum with obscure marginal 
brownish band. 

Description of queen (n = 3). Measurements: HL 2.36 
- 2.51; HW 2.10 - 2.36; EL 0.67 - 0.77; SL 1.95 - 2.10; ML 
3.95 - 4.15. Indices: CI 89 - 94; HFI 102 - 110; OI 28 - 33; 
SI 83 - 87. 

Similar to queens of C. festinatus but smaller and with 
shorter scape and legs. In frontal view, outer margins of 
eyes do not exceed lateral margins of head. Outer head mar-
gins without erect setae behind level of anterior eye mar-
gins; malar area with short erect setae on anterior one-half 
or less. ICD 0.68 - 0.75 × HW; EL 0.68 - 0.75 × OMD; IOD 
3.20 - 3.40 × OD; OOD 3.20 - 3.60 × OD. 

Distribution. In addition to the type series I have exa-
mined specimens from the following localities. Mexico, Baja 
California: Cañon de Guadelupe, 350 m. United States of 
America, Arizona, Yuma Co.: Yuma. California, Imperial 
Co.: Bard, Brawley, Calipatria, El Centro, Holtville (8 mi 
E), Winterhaven. Riverside Co.: Blythe, Indian Wells, Palm 
Springs. 

Discussion. This is one of the smaller species in the 
complex. The queens and major workers are readily dis-
tinguished from all others in the complex by the absence of 
erect setae behind the level of the anterior margin of the 
eyes. Those setae that are present are usually confined to 

the anterior one-half of the malar area. In minor workers the 
malar area is commonly devoid of erect setae or with up to 3 
on each side that are situated near the base of the mandible. 

Alate queens have been collected at lights during the 
months of June and July. This species nests in soil and is 
nocturnal, in lowland habitats ranging from Saltbush Scrub 
to Creosote Scrub.  

Camponotus fragilis PERGANDE, 1894 sp.rev.  
(Figs. 9, 18 - 22) 
Camponotus fragilis PERGANDE, 1894: 26: s., w. 
Camponotus fumidus var. fragilis: EMERY (1895: 336).  
Camponotus (Camponotus) fumidus var. fragilis: WHEELER 

(1910: 315). 
Camponotus (Myrmoturba) fumidus var. fragilis: WHEELER 

(1917: 561). 
Camponotus (Tanaemyrmex) fumidus var. fragilis: EMERY 

(1925: 80). 
Camponotus (Tanaemyrmex) festinatus: SNELLING (1968: 

351): erroneous synonymy. 
Lectotype, by present designation, major worker. Mexico, 
Baja California Sur: San Fernando (label reads "San Fer-
nando Mex.") (USNM). A paralectotype minor worker 
in v ry poor condition in CASC.  e 

Diagnosis. Major worker similar to C. absquatulator in 
color and stature but erect setae present along entire head  
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