
(6 - 8), petiole (6 - 8), disc of gastral tergum I (10 - 12), 
premarginal row on gastral tergum I (14 - 16).  

Description of media and minor workers (n = 12). 
Measurements: HL 1.20 - 1.75; HW 0.90 - 1.25; EL 0.40 - 
0.45; SL 1.40 - 2.10; ML 1.85 - 2.60. Indices: CI 63 - 79; 
HFI 158 - 206; OI 27 - 45; SI 117 - 129.  

Pilosity similar to C. festinatus with standing yellow-
ish setae present on indicated surfaces: dorsal face of scape 
shaft (1 - 4), ventral margin of profemur (2 - 6), pronotum 
(4 - 10), mesonotum (2 - 6), propodeum (2 - 4), petiole (4 - 
6), disc of gastral tergum I (6 - 10), premarginal row on 
gastral tergum I (6 - 8). 

Description of queen (n = 7). Measurements: HL 2.20 
- 2.35; HW 2.00 - 2.15; EL 0.65 - 0.70; HFL 2.20 - 2.45; 
SL 1.90 - 2.15; PW 1.80 - 1.95; ML 3.85 - 4.20. Indices: CI 
89 - 91; HFI 109 - 119; OI 28 - 30; SI 86 - 93. 

Similar to queens of C. festinatus but distinctly smal-
ler (ML 3.85 - 4.20 vs. 4.51 - 4.92) and malar area with scat-
tered obscure round to slightly elliptical punctures and long-
est setae about 0.10 mm long (vs. about 0.20 mm); ICD 
0.67 - 0.71 × HW; EL 0.76 - 0.93 × OMD; IOD 2.85 - 
3.17 and OOD 3.00 - 3.25 × OD. Differs from queens of C. 
absquatulator by presence of erect setae along entire head 
margin. 

Distribution. Camponotus fragilis occurs over most 
of the Lower California peninsula as far north on the Gulf 
of California coast at least to Bahía de los Angeles and 
northwest into southern California via San Diego County. 
It is also present on most, if not all, the islands of the Gulf 
of California and in the State of Sonora and north into Ari-
zona (Tempe, Maricopa Co., the easternmost record) in the 
United States; from Sonora it ranges south along the coast 
to Nayarit: specimens that I collected on the Tres Marías 
Islands apparently are referable to C. fragilis. 

In California C. fragilis appears to be uncommon and 
is replaced in the lower desert of Imperial and Riverside 
Counties by C. absqualator. It is present in chaparral hab-
itat in San Diego County, north to Riverside County and is 
found at mid-elevation sites along the margins of the lower 
desert, extending north into the Mojave Desert at least as far 
as the Old Woman Mountains (1.2 km S Sunflower Springs, 
945 m), San Bernardino County.  

Discussion. In an earlier paper dealing with C. festina-
tus (SNELLING 1968) I relegated C. fragilis, among others, 
to the synonymy of C. festinatus. The study of much more 
material than was then available has convinced me that this 
was incorrect and so C. fragilis is here revived as a sepa-
rate species. 

Camponotus fragilis is similar to C. festinatus but smal-
ler in all castes. The erect setae of the malar area of wor-
kers and queens are shorter (longest about 0.15 mm) and 
sparser, mostly separated by about the length of the setae. 
The malar setae of C. festinatus are up to 0.20 - 0.21 mm 
long and are separated by less than their lengths. The scape 
of the media and minor workers has a few widely sepa-
rated and fully erect setae on the dorsal and / or mesial sur-
faces that are lacking in C. festinatus. 

Those features that will distinguish between this spe-
cies and C. absquatulator are discussed above under that 
species. 

This nocturnal species nests in soil, most commonly 
under a covering object. Habitats include Creosote Scrub, 
Coastal Scrub, Chaparral, and Oak Woodland. 

Camponotus microps sp.n. (Figs. 23 - 27) 
 
Holotype (major worker). United States of America, Ari-
zona, Cochise Co., Cave Creek Canyon, Southwest Re-
search Station, 5400 ft. (1645 m), Chiricahua Mts., 10.IX. 
1997, leg. S.P. Cover, # 4990, nest in fine sandy soil in 
mixed pine-oak forest (MCZC). Paratypes. 90 workers of 
all sizes, same data as types; Cave Creek Canyon, 7.2 km 
WSW Portal, 1680 m, 8.VIII.2001, leg. R.R. Snelling, # 01- 
178 (BMNH, LACM, MCZC, RAJC, UCDC, USNM). 

Etymology. From Greek, small eyes. 
Diagnosis. Differs from other members of the C. fes-

tinatus complex by the small eyes and, in major workers, 
the head less strongly narrowed anteriorly and mandibles 
coarsely and closely punctate but with weakly sculptured 
interspaces. Minor workers share with those of C. festina-
tus the absence of erect setae on the dorsal and mesial scape 
surfaces, but differ by the smaller eyes and the posteriorly 
more strongly narrowed head. 

Description of major worker (n = 12). Measurements: 
HL 2.75 - 3.25; HW 2.50 - 3.10; EL 0.55 - 0.65; SL 1.95 - 
2.20; ML 3.65 - 4.15. Indices: CI 90 - 97; HFI 88 - 96; OI 
18 - 23; SI 67 - 75. 

Microreticulation of head sufficiently strong that pili-
gerous punctures are obscured and anterior malar area with 
few or no elongate piligerous punctures. Antennal scape 
relatively short, its apex extending, at most, only slightly 
beyond posterolateral corners of head. 

Mesosoma and legs pale yellowish brown and head red-
dish brown. Basal segments of gaster largely light brown, 
with yellow across the base; in some specimens the se-
cond and third segments are largely brown with yellow 
lateral spots.  

Pilosity about as described for C. festinatus; side of pro-
notum usually with 1 to several short standing setae near 
ventral margin. The following numbers of long standing 
(decumbent to fully erect) setae present on indicated struc-
tures: scape shaft (6 - 15), ventral margin of profemur (5 - 
10), pronotal disc (20 - 30), mesonotum (6 - 20), propo-
deum (5 - 8), petiole (6 - 7), disc of gastral tergum 1 (6 - 8), 
premarginal band of gastral tergum 1 (7 - 13). 

Description of media and minor workers (n = 12). 
Measurements: HL 1.60 - 1.90; HW 1.05 - 1.35; EL 0.45 - 
0.50; SL 1.95 - 2.25; ML 2.45 - 3.00. Indices: CI 64 - 72; 
HFI 130 - 200; OI 25 - 28; SI 115 - 125. 

Head and body yellow to yellowish brown with red-
dish mandibles and brown tarsi; tibiae yellow to brown, of-
ten bicolored. 

Pilosity about as described for C. festinatus. The follow-
ing numbers of long standing (decumbent to fully erect) se-
tae present on indicated structures: scape shaft (0 - 1), ven-
tral margin of profemur (2 - 5), pronotal disc (4 - 8), mesono-
tum (1 - 4), propodeum (2 - 4), petiole (4 - 6), disc of gastral 
tergum 1 (4 - 7), premarginal band of gastral tergum 1 (6 - 8). 

Description of queen (n = 1). Measurements: HL 2.50; 
HW 2.05; EL 0.65; SL 2.20; ML 4.40. Indices: CI 82; HFI 
129; OI 26; SI 88. 

Similar to that of C. festinatus, but eyes smaller and 
scape short (CI 88 vs. 92 - 104); malar area finely micro-
reticulate and with scattered fine obscure round punc-
tures; longest setae c. 0.2 mm long. ICD 0.95 × HW; EL 
0.62 × OMD; IOD and OOD each about 3.0 × OD. Pilosi-
ty o  scape similar to that of minor / media workers.  f 
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