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Carebara pisinna (Bolton & Belshaw) comb. nov., Carebara rara (Bolton &
Belshaw) comb. nov., Carebara robertsoni (Bolton & Belshaw) comb. nov., Carebara
sarita (Bolton & Belshaw) comb. nov., Carebara sudanensis (Bolton & Belshaw)
comb. nov. y Carebara termitolestes (Wheeler) comb. nov. Un conocimiento
definitivo de la taxonomía de Carebara necesita contar con series de colecta más
completas, incluyendo hembras, machos y especialmente obreras mayores y menores
(en las especies dimórficas). C. minuta es una de las especies de hormigas más
pequeñas del mundo, con un ancho de cabeza de 0.21 mm and una longitud total
ligeramente menor a 1 mm.

Palabras clave. América, hojarasca, hormigas, insectos, Región Neotropical, taxones
nuevos.

INTRODUCTION

The definition of the Carebara genus group
(sensu Bolton 2003: tribe Pheidologetini of most
classifications), its position within the
Solenopsidine tribe group, and the monophyly
and relationships of its component genera
encompass still-unresolved problems of the
systematics and phylogeny of the subfamily
Myrmicinae. Ettershank (1966) in his revision of
the genera related with Solenopsis and
Pheidologeton presented a brief history of the
taxonomy of these allied myrmicine groups and
redefined the tribe (as Pheidologeton genus-
group), reducing it to the genera Pheidologeton
Mayr, Oligomyrmex Mayr, Carebara
Westwood, Paedalgus Forel, Anisopheidole
Forel and Lophomyrmex Emery. Recently, Bolton
(2003) put Pheidologetini as junior synonym of
their Solenopsidini, in their new arrange of the
supraspecific classification of ants. This paper
cover the Carebara genus group (sensu Bolton
2003) species of America, grouping all in a single
genus, Carebara Westwood.

The genera Carebara, Oligomyrmex,
Paedalgus (and, to a certain extent, Afroxyidris)
have been considered closely-related taxa
(Ettershank 1966, Bolton & Belshaw 1993). As
will be discussed below, these groups have
much more in common than characters that
consistently separate them. In a revision of
Paedalgus Bolton & Belshaw (1993) pointed

out that the separation of Paedalgus and
Carebara is very tenuous, and that eventually
both groups might be lumped as a single genus.
The synonymy of Oligomyrmex and Carebara
might be more difficult to accept; nevertheless,
there are several species (see Carebara
concinna species-complex below) that form a
perfect bridge between the typical
monomorphic, tiny Carebara and the soldiers
or major workers of the typical Oligomyrmex.
In light of this, the taxon Oligomyrmex is in a
precarious state; on the basis of available
information, the best option appears to be to
consider the genus a junior synonym of
Carebara. By similar logic, the genera
synonymized by Ettershank (1966) with
Oligomyrmex must be included as well, since
they do not possess attributes that separate
them convincingly from Carebara s.l.

I propose Afroxyidris provisionally as junior
synonym of Carebara. Afroxyidris is a
monotypic genus (Belshaw & Bolton 1994);
although there are some autoapomorphic
characteristics, there are nevertheless
insufficient differences to separate it from the
new generic concept of Carebara.

MATERIALS  AND  METHODS

Measurements were made using a Nikon SMZ
2T stereomicroscope at 80X magnifications and
a fiber ring lamp. All measurements in mm: HL -


