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American Myrmicine Ants Carebara

By extending the limits of Carebara, the
synonymy of Paedalgus becomes inevitable;
this step was suggested by Bolton & Belshaw
(1993) in their revision of this genus. As these
authors pointed out, the differences between
the genera are minor and do not merit generic
status. Nevertheless, within Carebara, the
Paedalgus species form a compact group
(based on head form and short propodeum)
for which I propose the creation of a species
complex (but see C. intermedia below).

The broad concept of Carebara justifies the
synonymies proposed by Ettershank (1966) with
respect to Oligomyrmex, with the exception of
Octella, which is now considered synonymous
with Solenopsis (Taylor 1991, Bolton 1995). Even
so, this leaves a genus whose status is still not
clear: Nimbamyrma. This genus was described
by a species collected in Guinea (Africa) (Bernard
1953). The author referred to additional material
from Angola under study. Several characteristics
indicate this taxon as congeneric with Carebara:
11-segmented antennae, with a 2-segmented
club; form of the clypeus; and configuration of
the thorax, petiole, post-petiole, and gaster.
There was no mention of the palpal formula, a
critical character in the Pheidologetonini tribe.
There are two unusual characters for Carebara
(and of the tribe in general): mandibles with 5-6
obtuse teeth and a second pair of teeth on the
propodeum. Carebara, Oligomyrmex and
Paedalgus workers normally have 4-toothed
mandibles (sometimes with the basal one
reduced), and only the females have 5 blunt,
well-delimited teeth. Bernard’s (1953) Figure 12D
of Nimbamyrma villiersi shows several teeth
and denticles; perhaps more than 4 is an
apomorphy of these species. More difficult to
manage is the second pair of teeth in the
propodeum. These are conspicuous and well-
developed, and call to mind other groups of
Myrmicinae. For the moment and until there is a
more complete redescription of the taxon that
includes palpal formula, these teeth (and tooth
number) can be assumed to be another

apomorphic character of the species.

The location of Afroxyidris remains
problematical. Belshaw & Bolton (1994) placed
the genus within Pheidologetonini and
considered Carebara to be the genus nearest
to it. Although Afroxyidris crigensis is highly
apomorphic, it might be considered a group of
species within Carebara. The discovery of the
sexual forms and, possibly, major workers,
should they exist, could confirm the taxonomic
position of the genus as proposed here.

Neoblepharidatta is placed as junior
synonym here, as logical step following the
synonymization of this name under
Oligomyrmex (Bolton 2003:216). Bolton
(2003:273) offer more details.

Taxonomy of American species

According to the classificiation proposed
here, the only know genus for America is
Carebara, with approximately 30 species
distributed from the USA to Argentina. The
great majority of the species are Neotropical.
The study of these species (as of all in the
genus) is greatly limited by isolated
descriptions of females and males, and the poor
descriptions of workers. The latter problem is
especially acute with reference to the tiny minor
workers of the genus, which are fairly uniform
morphologically and moreover rarely greater
than 1.20 mm in length. For this reason, the
user should keep in mind that some future
associations of sexes and castes, from nest
samples, might change the number and limits
of the species proposed below.

Provisional key for the Western Hemisphere
species-complexes in Carebara (workers)

1. Antennae with 11 segments; workers with
eyes or ommatidia present; all castes usually
with propodeum armed ........................................
..............Carebara concinna species complex


