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1’. Antennae with 9 segments; workers always
with propodeum unarmed .............................. 2
2. Minor workers with ommatidia; propodeum
short (Figure 8); major absent or unknown .....
............. Carebara escherichi species complex
2’. Minor workers always eyeless; propodeum
normal (Figures 4, 5); majors absent or present
................... Carebara lignata species complex

As pointed out below, the escherichi complex
is the only clearly monophyletic group, since
its definition includes all known species
(except perhaps C. intermedia). In this
complex, major workers are unknown,
although it would not be surprising ultimately
to discover some, since this has occurred in
typical Carebara (C. concinna species
complex).

The concinna and lignata complexes
correspond to the concepts of Oligomyrmex
and Carebara sensu Ettershank (1966). As
defined here, the separation of the Carebara
with 11 antennal segments in one set and
those with 9 in another results in artificial
groups, since both are para- or polyphyletic.
New species as C. coeca or C. tenua contains
majors indistinguishables from Oligomyrmex
majors and minors indistinguishable from
Carebara workers. A definitive arrangement
of the groupings and complexes of Carebara
awaits a worldwide revision of the genus that
will include the rich Old World faunas.

Carebara concinna species complex

Diagnosis of American species: Workers.
Dimorphic. The minor workers very small; the
major workers with massive heads and more
larger than workers. Antennae 11 segmented
(11 to 9, rarely 8 segmented in Old World
species) with club 2-segmented. Mandibles
with 4 or 5 teeth. Eyes present in majors,
reduced in minor workers. Metanotal groove
well developed. Propodeum armed with teeth,
triangles or angulations. Queens. Strongly

larger than workers. Antennae 10 segmented,
the apical segments thicker than basal
segments. Palps 3,2. Basal segment of the
maxillary palp elongated laterally. Mandibles
with 4-6 teeth. Propodeum armed. Postpetiole
very broadly attached to the gaster. Males
(Ettershank 1966): “Genitalia not fully
retractile, about half exserted; parameres small,
tips setose; aedeagus flattened, deep,
ventrally dentate; digit rod-like, tips hooked,
heavily sclerotized”.

Key to the species of Carebara concinna
species complex (workers). The worker of C.
peruviana is unknown.

1. Head and promesonotum smooth and
shining, devoid of any conspicuous
sculpturation; soldier unknown; USA
............................................ C. longii (Wheeler)
1’. Head and promesonotum with sculpture
feebly or strongly marked, always present;
soldier with heavy longitudinal rugulation
over head; Neotropics ................................... 2
2. Pronotal dorsum mainly reticulate, without
longitudinal rugulae or very few; hind tibia
with short appresed pubescence
...................................... C. brevipilosa sp. nov.
2’. Pronotal dorsum mainly longitudinally
rugose, sometimes smooth and shining with
a few longitudinal rugulae; hind tibia with
longer suberect to erect pilosity (longer hairs
about 80% or more the length of maximum
tibial diameter) .................... C. urichi (Wheeler)

Carebara longii (Wheeler) comb. nov.
(Figs. 1,10)

Erebomyrma longii Wheeler, 1903:140 (w, q,
m); Wilson, 1986:61.
Oligomyrmex longii (Wheeler): Ettershank,
1966:123; Bolton, 1995:299.

Worker measurements Lectotype (here
designated): HW 0.48 HL 0.60 SL 0.32 PW
0.29 WL 0.55 GL 0.64 TL 2.13 CI 79 SI 68.


