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American Myrmicine Ants Carebara

Wheeler provides description of workers,
females and males and offered some biological
notes. The description was “[based] from
numerous workers and males and four females
from Denton, Texas” (Wheeler, 1903:145) and
is interesting that the samples collected by Mr.
Long were devoid of major workers. C. longii
were until now put in the genus Oligomyrmex,
and is intringuing the lack of soldiers in a genus,
Oligomyrmex, normally characterized by the
presence of dimorphic workers. Perhaps the
soldiers were not collected or they are true
absent in this species.

Carebara peruviana (Emery) comb. nov.
(Fig. 10)

Erebomyrma peruviana Emery, 1906:139
(footnote) (q); Brandão, 1991:343.
Oligomyrmex peruvianus (Emery):
Ettershank, 1966:124; Bolton, 1995:300.

From Emery’s (1906) description: “Resembles
Erebomyrma longii Wheeler in color and
sculpture. Petiole and lower part of thorax
mostly reddish; fine rugae on head and thorax
with indistinct punctures behind rugae. Head
is parallel-sided, subrectangular, longer than
wide. Antennae short, particularly the scape
which is barely thickened. Propodeum armed
with blunt tooth. Petiole less wide than
postpetiole, petiolar node thick, “scame”
shaped, depressed above (not hollowed
posteriorly, as in E. longii); postpetiole
transverse oval. Wings as in E. longii, the
radial cell as in this species, but longer. Length
7 mm, wing length 7 mm”.

Not was possible to examine type material for
this species, described on the basis of two
females collected in Peru. Judging by Emery’s
meager description, it is reasonable to
suppose that these females are in some way
associated with C. longii and therefore having
11-segmented antennae; the author probably
would have mentioned it if they were 9-
segmented. From the description, it can also

broad and longer than postpetiole. Postpetiole
broader than longer and broader than petiole,
and campanuliform in posterior oblique view. In
dorsal view anterior margin of first tergum
straight. Basal portion of first tergum with a
shallow cuneate trench. Body smooth and
shining. Mandibles with several coarse
scattered punctures interspersed with irregular
longitudinal carinae feebly impressed. Head
densely puncturated (except in the central
longitudinal area), each punctum with a small
hair. Anterior half of head with a few fine
longitudinal rugulae, concentric around antennal
receptacles. Sides of alitrunk (except pronotum)
and petiole densely rugoso-reticulated,
sometimes the sculpturation poorly defined.
Short curved hairs (less than 0.04 mm) on head,
antennae, mandibles, legs, promesonotum, a few
in petiole. Four medium size hairs (about 0.05
mm) on median portion of clypeus. Large hairs
(more than 0.07 in length): Four arising from the
anterior clypeal margin proyected upward (the
external ones) and forward (the internal ones)
approaching the mandibular apices; two near
the occipital border and one over occipital
border, two near the pronotal humeri, two in the
promesonotal dorsum, near the posterior magin;
several on petiolar and postpetiolar dorsum. All
body yellowish.

Paralectotype workers (here designated).
UNITED STATES. Texas: 3 workers, Denton,
28 sep 1902, W.H. Long Jr., LACM and ICN.

Queen. Not seen. Described in Wheeler (1903).

Male measurements paralectotype, here
designated, LACM: HW (including eyes) 1.13
HL 0.84 EL 0.41 SL 0.23 PW 1.25 WL 1.25 WL
5.2 GL 2.95 TL 10.11 CI 134 SI 20.

Described in Wheeler (1903) Very similar to
the male of C. longiceps (Santschi).

Comments. This is the only North American
species of Carebara, collected in Texas.


