
213

Fernández

description into English, from which I have
extracted these critical traits: “[Body]
uniformly yellow ... short pubescence
apparently adherent, and there are not erect
hairs, probably due to the defective
preservation of the specimen ... head broader
behind, feebly concave at the posterior border.
Thorax feebly impressed between mesonotum
and [propodeum] ... Length 1.6 mm”. This
species is the only American typical Carebara
s.str. with this combination of traits. The head
in full face view is reminiscent of the typical
heads of the Carebara escherichi species-
group (=Paedalgus) workers.

Wheeler (1922c) provided a description of
worker, female and male of their C. winifredae,
and illustrated the worker, described from ants
collected in the nest of Syntermes dirus Klug
in Guyana. The types are not available for
study; however I can see workers from
Ecuador (CEPLAC) with the label “C.
winifredae, compared with type”. I assume
that this comparison is right; also Wheeler
(1922c) suggested that C. winifredae might
be a synonym of C. anophthalma.

Carebara bicarinata Santschi

Carebara bicarinata Santschi, 1912:139 (q,
m); Wheeler, 1922c:1.

Besides from the original description, Wheeler
(1922c) provided some notes of the female
and male of this species, recorded from French
Guiana and Brazil. He pointed out that “the
males were found to be variable and Santschi
was not sure that they belonged to the same
species as the female”. This recurring problem
has arisen from the tendency of earlier
myrmecologists to describe any sexual form
alone, without reference to the associated
workers. The result has been species names
based on only females, males or both; these
will continue to confound the species lists
until nest series taken in the field make it

possible to match up definitively the sexual
forms with their respective workers.

Carebara elongata sp. nov.
(Figs. 4H-I, 13)

Worker measurements Type: HW 0.21 HL 0.33
SL 0.15 PW 0.15 WL 0.30 GL 0.35 TL 1.15 CI 64
SI 71.

Diagnosis. Head notably longer than wider.
Posterior border concave, lateral sides more
or less straight, parallel. Mandibles with 4 teeth,
the basal at some distance from the remainder.
Median portion of clypeus slightly concave.
Frontal lobes in full face view sinuous. Scapes
short, fail to reach the vertexal border in 1/2 of
the head length. Boy elongated. In side view,
promesonotum flat. Metanotal groove
shallow. Propodeum slighlt concave curving
into declivity side. Propodeal spiracle relatively
small, circular, high and near the propodeal
margin. Bulla of metapleural gland small.
Propodeal lobes reduced to narrow lamellae
that reach more or less the propodeal spiracle.
Petiole with short peduncle, evenly
continuous with the dorsal rounded node;
petiolar node midway along petiolar length.
Postpetiole dorsally concave, lower than
petiole. In dorsal view petiole subsphaerical,
postpetiole broader than longer and broader
than petiole. In dorsal view, anterior margin of
first tergum concave. Body smooth and
shining. Mandibles with several scattered
punctures, head with dense piligerous
punctures in the sides, more or less 10-11
punctum each longitudinal row. Sides of
alitrunk with feebly longitudinal striation.
Sides of petiole with feebly reticulation. Short
down-curved hairs (about 0.02 mm) over head,
antennae, mandibles, promesonotum, petiole,
postpetiole, gaster and legs. Hairs moderate
(about 0.03 mm) as follow: Four in
promesonotum, four in propodeum, two in
petiole, four in postpetiole, several on gaster,
two in frontal lobes, several on mandibles.


