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tegument and cover the entire head. C. tenua
does not have either the striation or the
longitudinal rugulation of C. coeca and on
the pronotal dorsum there are dense, dark,
piligerous punctures. Only additional material,
including both sexes, will allow resolution of
whether C. tenua is distinct from C. coeca.

Carebara panamensis (Wheeler) comb.
nov.

(Figs. 7E, 13)

Oligomyrmex panamensis Wheeler, 1925:175
(w, s); Bolton, 1995:300.
Erebomyrma panamensis (Wheeler): Wilson,
1986:61.

Queen measurements (provisionally asigned):
HW 0.43 HL 0.55 SL 0.26 EL 0.08 PW 0.31 WL
0.78 GL 1.13 TL 2.98 CI 78 SI 60.

Head longer than wide, posterior border of
head slightly concave. Sides of head slightly
narrowed toward basal border. Mandible with
5 stout tooth. Three ocellae present, each in a
concavity. Mesosoma in side view very similar
to soldier/ergatoid of C. panamensis, although
modified as myrmicine queens. Propodeum
unarmed, narrowly rounded. Propodeal
spiracle small, low, close to metapleural gland
bullae. Subpetiolar process small. U-shaped
trench in the basalmost portion of the first
tergum. Body smooth and shining, head sub-
opaque densely and longitudinally rugulose.
Pronotum and most of mesonotum finely
longitudinally striated. Short curved hairs
densely over body, except propodeum, petiole
and postpetiole. Hairs longer on clypeus, with
a few on head, promesonotum, petiole,
postpetiole and gaster. Color yellowish.

Comments. C. panamensis is only known from
a very small soldier/ergatoid (1.3 mm) and a tiny
worker (0.90 mm) from Panamá (Wheeler 1925).
The soldier exhibits characteristics that are
apparently between those of female and soldier,

with a single central ocellus. In the described
soldier, the right eye is bigger than the left.

The worker corresponds to those typical of
Carebara and neither the drawing nor the
description is sufficient to separate it other
American Carebara except for C.
anophtalma, C. reticulata and C. elongata

The described female is tentatively assigned
to C. panamensis on the basis of size,
geographical proximity, general configuration
of the mesosoma, and head/ mesosomal
sculpturing. Positive association of females
with soldiers will be necessary to confirm
whether they are actually conspecific.

Carebara tenua sp. nov.
(Figs. 7A,B, 14)

Major measurements Type: HW 0.66 HL 0.93 SL
0.35 PW 0.39 WL 0.76 GL 1.13 TL 3.39 CI 71 SI 53.

Diagnosis. Head rectangular, posterior border
deeply, semicircularly excised, sides straight,
parallel. Mandible stout, masticatory border
straight, forming an angle about 90° with basal
border. Masticatory border with 5 stout teeth.
Clypeus narrow, medial portion slightly
concave. Frontal triangle well-defined. Frontal
lobes somewhat continued posteriorly as short
longitudinal rugulae. Scapes very short.
Anterior ocellus present, otherwise eyeless. In
side view mesosoma flat, metanotum slightly
higher, propodeum lower. Pronotal suture feebly
impressed dorsally. Metanotum narrow, much
shorter than pronotum in dorsal view. Dorsal
face of propodeum evenly curved on sloping
face, without spines or angulations. Propodeal
spiracle rounded, close to metapleural gland
bullae. Petiole with short peduncle, lateral
swellings and strong subpetiolar process.
Postpetiole in posterior view campanuliform,
ventrally with anterior carinae. Body sub-
opaque, smooth. Head with a very tenuous
longitudinal rugulation. Anterior half of


