
224

American Myrmicine Ants Carebara

pronotum reticulated, otherwise pronotum and
mesonotum smooth, with dark piligerous
points. Metapleura with a poorly-defined
longitudinal striation, petiole and postpetiole
with fine reticulation. Pubescence very sparse
on head, otherwise absent. Long hairs (about
0.13 mm) densely over head, several on
promesonotum, petiole, postpetiole and gaster.
Body brown to light brown, head slightly darker.

Worker, Queen, Male: Unknown.

Holotype. BRAZIL. Mato Grosso: 1 soldier,
Belo Horizonte, 29 jul 1975, R.L. Araújo No.
6217, deposited in MZSP.

Paratypes. 2 soldiers, same data as type, ICN
and MZSP.

Comments. For differences with C. coeca see
above, in the comments section of these
species. The C. urichi soldier is bigger, robust,
with strong sculpturing and angular
propodeum. The C. panamensis soldier/
ergatoid specimen has eyes (although unequal
in size), marked sculpturing on the head, and
tenuous sculpturing on pronotum and
promesonotum. C. bruchi, from Argentina, is
also closely-related. I have not seen the types
for this species, described from a female
(Santschi 1933), and for which Kusnezov
(1951) proposed a (very brief) description of a
dinergatogyne. The latter author also
illustrated the worker thorax, the form and size
of which imply that it is not possible to
distinguish it from a C. panamensis worker.

The C. tenua worker is unknown, although it
is probably very similar to that of C.
panamensis. These soldiers were apparently
collected in or near a termite nest.

Carebara escherichi species complex

Diagnosis of workers: see Bolton & Belshaw
1993:182.

The species in this complex correspond to
Paedalgus sensu Bolton & Belshaw (1993). The
head is slightly narrower anteriorly, there are
always eyes present (although reduced to a
few ommatidia) and the propodeum is very
short. All the species described here match this
diagnosis well (but see C. intermedia below);
it can thus be considered a monophyletic group
within Carebara. Of the three groups proposed
here, this is the only one that is almost certainly
monophyletic, since it includes the African and
Sri Lankan species described by Bolton &
Belshaw (1993) as well.

Species of the Neotropical Region subdivide
into two subcomplex, based on the size and
placement of the foveae in the head. In the
first subcomplex (Fig. 8D, C. brasiliana, C.
inca, C. nuda, C. paya and C. pilosa), the
foveae are big with the spaces between the
inferior foveae less than foveal diameter. In
the second subcomplex (Figure 8A, C.
angulata, C. audita, C. kofana, C. majeri, C.
reina, C. semistriata and C. striata) the foveae
are small, and the interfoveal spaces are greater
than foveal diameter.

C. intermedia stand alone in the group and
this species may belong to other group. This
species is not included in the key below, but
the reader can distinguises it clearly by the
diagnosis at the end of this section.

Key to species (workers):

1. Dorsum of head densely sculptured with
shallow foveolated punctures whose
diameters are greater than the spaces
separating them (as in Fig. 8D) ..................... 2
1’. Dorsum of head densely sculptured with
very small, shallow foveolate punctures,
broadly separated betwen them (as in Fig. 8A)
............................................................................ 6
2. Body totally devoid of standing hairs,
appresed pubescence very scarce; Brazil
.................................................. C. nuda sp. nov.


