3. Discussion

In total 78 species are listed, more than half the number of species so far recorded from Yemen. Seven genera
(Aenictus, Anochetus, Odontomachus, Oligomyrmex, Axinidris, Linepithema and Iridomyrmex) were recorded for
the first time from Yemen, 4 of which are new for the whole Arabian Pensinsula. A total of 20 species could be
added to the list of Yemeni ant species, 8 of which are also new for Arabia. The number of ant species known from
Yemen has now risen to 149.

It is clear that many ant species can be captured with the help of Malaise- and light-traps. In the present case, 57
species (= 73% of the total number of species) were collected in a Malaise- and/or light trap. However, it is also
clear that the leaf litter will contain numerous additional ant species, as 7 of the 19 new records were discovered
when searching through leaf litter.
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