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TAXONOMY
Genus Allomerus Mayr

Allomerus Mayr, 1878:873. Type species: 
Allomerus decemarticulatus Mayr, by 
subsequent designation of Wheeler, W.M. 
1911:158.

Diagnosis. Ettershank (1966), Kempf (1975) 
and Bolton (1987) offered generic diagnosis, 
descriptions and additional notes. The 
following is the slightly modifi ed diagnosis 
from these authors. 

Monomorphic myrmicine ants within the tribe 
Solenopsidini and Solenopsis genus group. 
Worker with 6 to 11 segmented antennae, 
with a distinctive 3 segmented club in which 
each segment is constricted basally (Fig. 4B). 
Eyes well developed, slightly prominent, in 
full face view situated posterior to cephalic 
midline. Clypeus broad, shield-like, evenly 
rounded, anterior margin forming a distinct 
arc (Fig. 4B). Palpal formula 3,2. Propodeum 
unarmed to dentate. 

Genus description, worker: Head slightly 
to clearly longer than wide, narrowing 
anteriad. Posterior border nearly fl at to 
concave in middle, sides slightly convex. 
Occipital corners rounded. Mandibles with 
5 teeth, generally with larger apical and 
subapical teeth. Clypeal anterior margin 
evenly rounded, forming distinct arc between 
mandibles, including anteclypeus or apron 
in most species. Frontal carinae short and 
widely spaced. Antennae 6 to 11 segmented, 
commonly 7 to 10 segmented; 3-segmented 
club, with each segment constricted basally. 
Scapes fail to reach posterior lateral corner of 
head, thickening apicad except in one species 
(A. undecemarticulatus sp. nov.). Eyes well 
developed, slightly convex in full face view, 
with numerous facets. 

Promesonotum slightly to clearly convex. 
Promesonotal suture absent dorsally (as in 

Fig. 4A), impressed laterally (very feebly 
impressed dorsally in one species, A. 
undecemarticulatus n. sp., Fig. 6). Metanotal 
suture shallow and broad, propodeum unarmed 
to bidentate, dorsal face short to almost absent 
followed by declivity, sometimes angulate in 
middle. Propodeal spiracle distinct, circular, 
opening laterally. Bulla of metapleural 
gland conspicuous. Propodeal lobes small. 
Petiole with peduncle shorter or as long 
as petiolar node, node with rounded apex; 
petiolar spiracle near anterior side of petiole. 
Subpetiolar process produced as small spine 
or tooth followed by longitudinal carina. 
Postpetiole dorsally concave, lower than 
petiole. Postpetiole broader than long and 
broader than petiole. Basal portion of fi rst 
tergum with shallow cuneate trench. 

Body smooth and shining. Sides of 
mesopleura and propodeum with few 
longitudinal short and irregular carinulae. 

Hairs scarce to abundant on body dorsum. 
Long, erect / suberect hairs on dorsum of 
head, near vertexal margin and decumbent, 
rows of several hairs on frons; several on 
promesonotum, none on propodeum, several 
on petiole, postpetiole and gaster. Short hairs 
on dorsum of mesosoma, few on propodeum. 
Anterior clypeal margin with setae generally 
short and inconspicuos, central seta sometimes 
feebly longer than others. Antennae and legs 
with appressed pubescence. 

Concolorous brownish yellow to dark brown, 
hairs whitish. 

Queen. As worker, with typical myrmicine 
queen morphology (Fig. 4C). Mandibles 
9 to 11 segmented, with poorly defi ned 4 
segmented club. Propodeum unarmed to 
slightly angulated. Wings as in Fig. 7D. 
Body hairy.

Male (Kempf 1975:350-351). Figs. 4E 
and 7C. Mandibles well developed, with 




