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Wheeler leg. (Cotypes of A. decemarticulatus 
octoarticulatus var. demerarae) LACM; 3 w, 
PERU: Madre de Dios, Reserva Tambopata, 
TAM 566 ex Cordia, 28 feb 1987, D.W. 
Davidson leg. LACM; 2 w, 1 q, PERU: 
Madre de Dios, Reserva Tambopata, TAM 
103 ex Cordia sp. 2, 26 mar 1987, D.W. 
Davidson leg. LACM; 6 w, 1 q, PERU: 
Madre de Dios, Estación Biológica Cosa 
Cashu, ca. 400 m, 10 nov 1985, D.W. 
Davidson leg. LACM; 4 w, PERU: Madre 
de Dios, Estación Biológica Cosa Cashu, ca. 
400 m, sept - oct 1984, D.W. Davidson 5-13 
leg. LACM.

Comments. Besides the 8 segmented 
antennae, this species is characterized by 
the mesosomal profi le in lateral view, with 
the promesonotum remarkably convex, in 
contrast with the propodeum, which has a 
short dorsal face forming a continuous and 
slightly angulate convexity with the posterior 
face. The petiolar peduncle is shorter and 
the petiolar node is thicker. The apical and 
subapical teeth tend to be a little larger than 
the rest. The anterior clypeal hairs are very 
short and nearly invisible; the medial hair is 
hardly visible. 

Both hairs on the dorsum of the head near 
the vertexal margin, are sometimes broken, 
and sometimes accompanied by a third hair. 
All of the short hairs are almost appressed 
(without being pubescent). In the majority of 
the observed specimens the promesonotum 
possesses 6 clearly defi ned hairs in contrast 
with a smooth and shiny integument. Some 
specimens have a shorter pilosity, as well as 
a slight propodeal angulation in lateral view. 

This species has been collected on Hirtella 
myrmecophila (MZSP), leaf cavities in Remijia 
physophora, beneath leaves and caulinar 
cavities in Tocota setifera Pilger in Brazil, 
and caulinar cavities in Cordia hispidissima 
in Bolivia (Wheeler 1942). Debout et al. 
(2005) isolated 15 A. octoarticulatus (cf. 

demerarae) microsatelites, obtaining high 
intrapopulation variation, results that are 
also likely for A. decemarticulatus. 

Allomerus octoarticulatus may be a species 
complex. It is not possible to be sure as 
no types of the subspecies or varieties 
linked to this named were seen except for 
those of Allomerus demerarae. I decided 
that the subspecies or varieties should be 
placed as octoarticulatus synonyms, due 
to the following reasons: the observation 
of Allomerus demerarae cotypes (LACM) 
and the A. tuberculatus Forel paratype 
picture (MCZ webpage) shows that the 
only difference between these ants and 
the A. octoarticulatus concept is based 
upon differences in the propodeum. In A. 
demerarae the propodeum is slightly longer, 
and in A. angulatus and A. tuberculatus it is 
slightly angulate. The Allomerus tuberculatus 
paratype photograph (MCZ webpage) shows 
no signs of the tubercles mentioned by 
Wheeler (1942) when referring to this variety. 
From the observed material it can be said 
that a gradation exists in terms of propodeal 
shape, from convex without angles and teeth, 
to highly angulate (in lateral view). On the 
other hand the posterior and basal propodeal 
faces can be simple or with a pair of lateral 
carinae. In the few observed females and the 
observations made by Wheeler (1942), it 
seems that the propodeum is also variable, 
from rounded and continuous to toothed, 
with the female in an intermediate condition. 
I prefer to interpret these observations in 
the sense of Allomerus octoarticulatus as a 
variable species. It is possible that it is really 
a complex with several species, but this can 
only be determined with more material and 
the observation of types.

The scarce female material shows pilosity 
variation as well, from sparse to moderate 
pilosity, with the absence of erect hairs on 
the propodeum, petiole and postpetiole. The 
orientation of the opening of the spiracle 




