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the genus. Allomerus vogeli is distinguished 
from A. dentatus (the closest related species 
according to morphological traits) because 
of the position of the propodeal spiracle that 
in A. dentatus is closer to the propodeal spine 
than in A. vogeli. 
This species is known from Mercés, Rio 
Negro, Amazonas, Brazil; the type material 
was collected in Myrmidone macrosperma 
(Kempf 1975). 

New record. 2 w, VENEZUELA, Territorio 
Federal de Amazonas, San Carlos de Rio 
Negro, Nov.1987, K. Jaffé leg. (MIZA). 

Concluding remarks. As mentioned in the 
introduction, the lack of type material (except 
for Allomerus octoarticulatus demerarae) for 
study and the modest number of specimens 
(especially females) has limited the taxonomic 
scope of this study. The scarcity of ants also 
has impeded the appreciation of species 
delimitation and intraspecifi c variation. 
Consequently, the synopsis proposed here must 
be used with caution. Surely, new collections, 
especially with associated workers and 
queens, can throw some light to the taxonomy 
of the genus. Some species, such as A. 
maieate or A. undecemarticulatus, are clearly 
well defi ned; other as A. septemarticulatus or 
A. brevipilosa need more data. The antennal 
number is of limited value, because of their 
apparent intraspecifi c variation, even in the 
same worker! The propodeal profi le in lateral 
view as well as the pilosity can be potentially 
useful in species delimitation. The biology of 
his genus is promising (e.g. Corbara 2005), 
especially in their relationships with fl owering 
plants belonging to families Rubiaceae, 
Chrysobalanaceae and Melastomataceae.
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