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TERMINOLOGY 
 

All measurements were made from mounted, fully dry, specimens under a binocular microscope with 
10× oculars, and a Mitutoyo, x-y axis stage and Mitutoyo digital micrometers. Images were made 
with a Hitachi S-3000 scanning electron microscope. 

We do not use the term “occiput” when referring to the posterior margin of the head; that term is 
morphologically incorrect. Instead we refer to the posterior margin as the preoccipital margin; in 
Neivamyrmex species it is often marked by a more or less distinct preoccipital carina.  

Traditionally, the lengths of the petiolar and postpetiolar nodes are measured in dorsal view, 
beginning at the anterior margin of the node; this margin is often difficult to define and resulting 
measurements may thus be inaccurate to an unacceptable degree. We have made all petiole and 
postpetiole measurements in side view, starting at the anterior edge of the spiracle to the posterior 
margin of the segment. Although the spiracle may not correspond exactly to the anterior edge of the 
node it provides an easily recognized and consistent starting point with which to begin a 
measurement.  

Also brought into conformity with generally accepted usage elsewhere among the Hymenoptera 
are two terms used in describing male genitalia of army ants: the “stipes” or “stipites” are here called 
the parameres (= gonostylus); the sagitta is more correctly to be referred to as the aedeagus and that 
is employed here.  

 
In the keys and descriptions, the following acronyms are employed: 
 
CI Cephalic index: (HW/HL) (100). 
EL Male only: maximum length of compound eye in lateral view. 
EW Male only: maximum width of compound eye in lateral view. 
FI Femoral Index: (HFW/HFL) (100). 
HFL Hind femur length, greatest length along dorsal margin, base to apex. 
HFW Hind femur width, measured perpendicular to HFL 
HL With head in full face view, the maximum length from anteriormost margin of clypeus 

(the thin lamelliform clypeal apron) to vertexal margin. 
HW Worker and queen: with head in full face view, the maximum width, exclusive of eyes; 

male HW measured across eyes. 
IOD Male only: The minimum distance between the inner margins of the posterior ocelli. 
OD Male only: The transverse diameter of the anterior ocellus. 
OI  Ocular index: (EL/HL) (100). 


