
Snelling and Snelling: United States Neivamyrmex 471

Mesosoma: dorsum smooth and shiny, with widely scattered small punctures. Promesonotal 
suture indistinct to absent; metanotal suture distinct across dorsum. Dorsal face of propodeum about 
as long as declivitous face, shiny between scattered fine punctures; declivitous face straight to 
slightly concave in profile. 

Petiole longer than broad in dorsal view, sides approximately parallel; node evenly rounded in 
profile; subpetiolar tooth small but distinct; dorsum smooth and shiny. Postpetiole broader than long, 
disc smooth and shiny. 

Gaster smooth and shiny between scattered fine punctures. 
Pilosity about as usual for the genus, consisting of sparse hairs of highly variable length, from 

short to long. 
 
TYPE DATA 
 
Holotype and numerous paratypes: U.S.A., Arizona, Santa Cruz Co., Ruby Road, 6.7 mi west 

of I-19, 6 April 1998 (R. A. Johnson & G. C. Snelling). Holotype and most paratypes in LACM; 
paratypes also in ARSU, BMNH, CASC, MCZC, UCDC, USNM. 

 
ETYMOLOGY 
 
This species is named for Goyahkla, the Bedonkohe Chiricahua Apache war leader more widely 

known by his Spanish name, Geronimo. It is most easily pronounced “Goyák lay”. 
 
DISTRIBUTION (Map 6) 
 
Presently known only from south-central Arizona. 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
In addition to the type series, we have examined a few specimens from Arizona, Cochise Co.: 

Chiricahua Mountains, 2 August 1954, collected by A. C. Cole, Jr. (LACM).  
This small shiny yellow species is similar to N. leonardi and N. nyensis, but is easily separated 

from those species by the presence of a small but distinct subpetiolar tooth. It is further distinguished 
from N. leonardi by the mandibular structure. 

The type series was discovered while overturning rocks in the late afternoon. A small number of 
workers were present under the rock, and a more detailed search of the area located a fairly strong 
column of ants trailing across the soil. Although they made use of cover as much as possible a good 
percentage of the column was exposed on the surface. The column was followed for approximately 
thirty feet before it was finally lost. It is unknown if this was a raiding or emigration column but 
since no brood was observed our assumption is that this was the beginning of a raid. 

 
Neivamyrmex graciellae (Mann) 

Figures 5a-b, 35, 51, 65, 78 
 
Eciton gracellae Mann, 1926: 97 (w). MEXICO, JALISCO, Ototonilco (USNM) examined. 
Neivamyrmex graciellae: Borgmeier, 1953: 10. Emendation. Borgmeier, 1955: 388-389 (w). Watkins & 

Coody, 1986: 257 (q). 
 
DISTRIBUTION (Map 3) 
 
UNITED STATES: Arizona. MEXICO: Jalisco, Oaxaca. 


