
Snelling and Snelling: United States Neivamyrmex 481

the type specimen, this species has recently been collected again in a number of Arizona localities. 
Although we now know that N. microps has a fairly extensive range within Arizona, it will likely 
continue to be a rarely collected species. Current records indicate that this species inhabits a wide 
range of habitats, having been found in areas ranging from Creosote scrub to Oak woodland, with an 
elevational range between 1000 and 4000 feet.  

Based on circumstantial evidence, we have associated the above described workers with this 
species. They were collected in Maricopa County, along 4 Peaks Road by R. A. Johnson, 27 March 
1993. These workers belong to the correct species group and and the known distribution makes this 
association probable. Workers may be confused with those of N. leonardi, but may be differentiated 
by the less well developed mandibular teeth, the longer, narrower postpetiole, and the less convex 
mesosomal profile. 

Nothing is known of the biology of this species. However, label data indicate that the activity 
period for this species closely coincides with the summer/fall monsoon season in Arizona.  

 
Neivamyrmex minor (Cresson) 
Figures 104, 105, 116, 130, 141 

 
Labidus minor Cresson, 1872: 195 (m). U.S.A., Texas (ANSP). 
Eciton (Labidus) minor: Mayr, 1886: 441 (m). Emery, 1895: 261 (m).  
Eciton (Acamatus) minus: Wheeler, 1908: 418 (m).  
Eciton (Neivamyrmex) minus: M. R. Smith, 1942: 544 (m). Creighton, 1950: 73 (m).  
Neivamyrmex minor: Borgmeier, 1955: 630-632 (m). Watkins, 1976: 25 (m). Wheeler & Wheeler, 1986: 

20. Cokendolpher & Francke, 1990: 11.  
 
DISTRIBUTION (Map 8) 
 
UNITED STATES: Texas to Kansas, west to southern Nevada and California; MEXICO: Baja 

California, Baja California Sur, Coahuila (Watkins, 1982). 
 
SPECIMENS EXAMINED 
 
We have 64 records from the United States. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Neivamyrmex minor is certainly one of the more widespread species. Occurring in a wide 

variety of habitats it is one of the most frequently encountered Neivamyrmex species, and is 
commonly collected at light. The female castes are currently unknown but, based on ranges, we posit 
that N. leonardi will prove to be the worker. 

 
Although this species has been collected in variety of habitats, it has only rarely been collected 

in the desert areas of the west. Elevational amplitude ranges from near sea level to about 7000 feet. 
Automontage images of this ant are available at antweb.org. 
 

Neivamyrmex mojave (M. R. Smith) 
Figures 117, 131, 142 

 
Eciton (Neivamyrmex) mojave M. R. Smith, 1943: 196 (m). U.S.A., California, Mojave Desert (USNM) 

examined. Creighton, 1950: 73 (m). 
Neivamyrmex mojave: Borgmeier, 1955: 633-635 (m). Watkins, 1976: 25; map 47 (m).  
 


