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DISTRIBUTION (Map. 5) 
 
UNITED STATES: Southern California; MEXICO: Baja California Sur. 
 
SPECIMENS EXAMINED 
 
UNITED STATES, CALIFORNIA, Riverside Co.: Riverside (LACM). San Bernardino Co.: 

Mojave Desert (USNM); 4 mi. NNW Adelanto 2900' (LACM). 
MEXICO, BAJA CALIFORNIA SUR: 8.4 mi W on Ramal á Los Naranjo, at light (LACM). 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
This species has been previously known only from the type specimen, from an unknown locality 

in the Mojave Desert. The specimen from north of Adelanto was picked up dead on the ground. 
Neivamyrmex mojave is evidently nearest to N. microps and superficially looks much like that 

ant. However it may be distinguished from that species by the non-toothed volsella, and differences 
in coloration. This species might also be mistaken for N. minor but may be readily distinguished 
from that species by the small size of the ocelli. 

The recently described N. nyensis Watkins may be the worker form of this species. 
Automontage images of this species are available at antweb.org 

 
Neivamyrmex moseri Watkins 

Figures 9, 22, 40, 55, 82 
 

Neivamyrmex moseri Watkins, 1969: 529 (w). U.S.A., Louisiana, Rapides Parish, Kisatchue National Forest 
(USNM) examined. 

Neivamyrmex isodentatus MacKay, 1998: 333-335 (w). U.S.A., Texas, Kleberg Co., Kleberg Airport 
(MCZC) examined. NEW SYNONYMY. 

 
DISTRIBUTION (Map 4) 
 
UNITED STATES: Louisiana and Texas. 
 
SPECIMENS EXAMINED 
 
In addition to the type material cited above, we have studied a small series from Texas, Bell Co., 

Bowmer Ranch 18 June 1970 (J. F. Watkins II; W164; LACM, WPMC). 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Neivamyrmex moseri is easily separated from all other described United States species by its 

unique mandibular structure: there are three large teeth that are usually approximately equal in size; 
much smaller intercalary denticles may be present. MacKay (1995) described N. isodentatus as a 
similar species that differed in details of mesosomal and petiolar sculpture, presence of a subantennal 
lamella, fewer short bristly hairs on the funiculus, and a subtle difference in the direction of the 
opening of the propodeal spiracle. None of these features is sufficiently distinctive to suggest a new 
species, since all are features that are typically variable in any species of Neivamyrmex. The types of 
N. isodentatus were compared with a few specimens from Bell County, Texas, identified by Watkins 
as N. moseri, but not with the types of that species. Had the N. isodentatus material been compared 
with N. moseri types, the conformity of the two would have been obvious. Both type series differ 


