
Memoirs of the American Entomological Institute, Volume 80 486 

southeastern Arizona: “The beetles were observed running in army ant columns or standing off to the 
sides of the columns, behind rocks or beneath clusters of leaf litter. During their predatory activities, 
beetles ran along the trails in both directions, 'plowing' through the continuous two-way ant traffic. 
When a beetle of either species contacted a worker ant bringing booty back to her bivouac, the ant 
usually dropped the booty. On some occasions, if the booty was a larval or pupal individual of 
another ant species, the beetle immediately ate it and continued on the trail. On other occasions the 
beetle picked up the dropped booty, left the raiding column, and proceeded to a nearby rock. There, 
the beetle quickly ate the larva or pupa, returned to the column, and resumed running along the trail” 
(Topoff, 1969). Beetles were observed to forcibly take booty from the ants. The beetles were also 
seen to feed on brood caches of the Neivamyrmex colony with which they became associated. 

For further information on the biology and behavior of this species, see Ward (1999). 
 

Neivamyrmex nyensis Watkins 
Figures 11, 23, 42, 57, 70, 84 

 
Neivamyrmex nyensis Watkins, 1977: 421-423 (w). U.S.A., Nevada, Nye Co., 5 1/2mi S, 3 mi E Beatty 

(USNM) examined. Wheeler & Wheeler, 1986: 20. 
 
DISTRIBUTION (Map 4) 
 
UNITED STATES: Southern Nevada, Arizona, California; MEXICO: Baja California. 
 
SPECIMENS EXAMINED 
 
UNITED STATES, ARIZONA, Coconino Co.: Havasu Canyon (UCDC, LACM).  

CALIFORNIA, Imperial Co.: 2.9 mi N Glamis (LACM). Riverside Co.: Chuckwalla Mts., Red 
Cloud Cyn. (LACM). San Bernardino Co.: Lucerne Valley (GCSC).  NEVADA, Nye Co.: 5 1/2 mi 
S, 3 mi. E Beatty 3500 ft (LACM, USNM). 

MEXICO, BAJA CALIFORNIA: 28 km E Ensenada (LACM, UCDC). 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
This small subterranean species is poorly known. Not surprisingly most of these collections 

were from under partially buried stones; the Glamis sample consists of a single specimen taken from 
a foraging worker of Forelius maccooki (Forel) and the Lucerne Valley record is based on a head 
capsule recovered from a refuse midden of Solenopsis xyloni McCook. The Red Cloud Canyon site 
is in a rocky streambed on the west side of the range, in Creosote/Cactus Scrub desert. The 
specimens were collected in late afternoon beneath a partially buried stone. There had been rain 
several days prior to the collection and the soil under the stone was slightly damp. The Havasu 
Canyon collection was made under similar circumstances. 

Neivamyrmex nyensis may eventually prove to be the worker form of N. mojave. 
Automontage images are available at antweb.org. 
 

Neivamyrmex opacithorax (Emery) 
Figures 108, 109, 120, 134, 145 

 
Eciton (Acamatus) californicum subsp. opacithorax Emery, 1894: 184 (w, in key). U.S.A., Missouri, 

Doniphan (MHNG). Emery, 1895b: 259. Pergande, 1895: 874. Forel, 1899: 28. 
Eciton (Acamatus) opacithorax: Emery, 1900a: 524; Emery, 1910: 25. Wheeler & Long, 1901: 163, 173 

(w, q). Wheeler, 1908b: 411 (m). M. R. Smith, 1924: 84. Mallis, 1941: 62. 
Eciton (Acamatus) carolinense: Wheeler, 1921: 314 (q). Misidentification 


