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The male type of Labidus mexicanus, described from Orizaba, Mexico by F. Smith (1859), has 

been examined. It is a specimen of N. swainsonii (Shuckard), not a form of N. pilosus. Accordingly, 
L. mexicanus is removed to the synonymy of that species. 

We have examined both males and workers from throughout the extensive range of this species. 
We have found that the features distinguishing the several recognized subspecies form a continuum 
from north to south, with no clear demarcation for any of these features. Accordingly, all these are 
here placed in synonymy. 

Watkins (1985) indicated on his map of the distribution of N. pilosus mexicanus that this ant had 
been collected from California. We have examined the specimens, purportedly collected at Exeter, 
Tulare County, and concur that they are N. pilosus. However, it is our opinion that these males are 
probably incorrectly labeled and we have not included California within the distribution of N. 
pilosus. 

Automontage images of the worker caste (as N. pilosus mexicanus) are located at antweb.org. 
 

Neivamyrmex rugulosus Borgmeier 
Figures 14, 45, 60 

 
Neivamyrmex rugulosus Borgmeier, 1953: 49 (w). MEXICO, Jalisco, Zapotlán) (AMNH). 
Eciton (Acamatus) schmitti Pergande, 1895: 874. Misidentification  
Eciton (Acamatus) sumichrasti Wheeler, 1908: 410. Misidentification 

 
DISTRIBUTION (Map 4) 
 
UNITED STATES: Arizona; MEXICO: Jalisco, Nayarit, Sonora (Watkins, 1982). 
 
SPECIMENS EXAMINED 
 
UNITED STATES, ARIZONA, Cochise Co.: 0.3 mi W Southwest Research Station, 5500', 

Chiricahua Mts. (LACM, MCZC); Cave Creek, Chiricahua Mts. (LACM, SEMC, USNM, WPMC); 
Southwest Research Station, 5400’ (WPMC); 3.5 mi. NW Portal, mesquite foothills, 5450', raiding 
Pheidole desertorum (GCSC, LACM, RAJC). 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
This is a poorly known species, which has been collected in the United States only a handful of 

times. All of our records are from the Chiricahua Mountains in southeastern Arizona where it has 
been collected above the 5000-foot level. Although records are few in the United States it is 
probable that the species is more widespread than currently indicated, however this appears to be a 
primarily Mexican species that is at the extreme northern limit of its range in the United States. Little 
is known of the biology of this species, and the only prey records for it are other ant species: 
Trachymyrmex arizonensis (LaPolla et al., 2002) and Pheidole desertorum (R. A. Johnson, pers. 
comm.). 

LaPolla et al. (2002) mention that a male of N. rugulosus had been collected near Portal, 
Arizona. That male is in the LACM collections. We are unable to distinguish between this male and 
those of N. harrisi. Since they note that it was attracted to a head lamp, the association of this male 
with N. rugulosus appears to be accidental. 

 
Neivamyrmex swainsonii (Shuckard) 

Figures 15, 25, 30, 46, 73, 122, 136, 147, 149 


