294 State Fauna Series 4 : Fauna of Meghalaya

Material examined: 23 ex: 10 ex, India, Meghalaya, East Khasi hills, Nongkhyllem Reserve
Forest, Umtasor, 19.v.82, Coll. C. Radhakrishnan; 4 ex, East Khasi hills, Shillong, Botanical garden,
31.iii.79, Coll. R. Mathew; 4 ex, Umtasor, 24.ix.82, Coll. K.P. Singh; 1 ex, Shillong, 10.v.75, Coll. R.
Mathew; 3 ex, East Khasi hills, Nongpoh, 28.i.82, Coll. C. Radhakrishnan; 1 ex, East Khasi hills,
Lai-lad, 27.v.87, Coll. A. K. Karmakar.

Diagnostic characters: worker. Black, polished and shining; mandibles, antennae reddish
yellow, head rectangular; mandibies obscurely longtudinally striate and punctured; thorax anteriorly
flat; the pronotum nearly square, submargined, narrowed anteriorly to a neck; thorax emarginate at the
meso-metanotal suture; abdomen elongate, oval.

Length: W. 5-6 mm.

Distribution : INDIA : (East Khasi hills), Meghalaya; West Bengal. Elsewhere : China;
Formosa; Java; Myanmar; Philippines; Singapore; Srilanka; Sumatra.

42. Tetraponera nigra () erdon)
Eciton nigra Jerdon, 1851, Madras Jour. Lit. Sc., 17 :112.
Tetraponera (Tetraponer) nigra, Chapman and Capco, 1951, Checklist of the ants of Asia, 1 : 81.

Tetraponera ( Tetraponera) nigra, Tiwari et al. 1994, State Fauna series 3: Fauna of West
Bengal ; Part 8 : 37.

Material examined: 5 ex, India, Mcghalaya, East Khasi hiils, Umran, 9.vii.81, Coll. R. Mathew.

Diagnostic characters: worker. Black, finely and moderately punctured, shining, antennae and
legs reddish brown; head rectangula; clypeus narrow, its anterior margin transverse, not medially
dentate, thorax dceply emarginate at the meso-metanotal suture; metanotum raised; nodes of pedicel
petiolate infront, abdomen elongate.

Length: W, 7-8 mm.

Distribution: INDIA : (East Khasi hills), Meghalaya, South India Elsewhere : Borneo;
Philippines.

43. Tetraponera rufonigra (Jerdon) (Fig. 38)
Eciton rufonigra Jerdon, 1851, Madras Jour. Lit. Sc., 12 111.
Tetraponera rufonigra, Mathew, 1984, Bull. zool. Surv. India, 6 (1- 3) : 307.

Tetraponera ( Tetraponera) rufonigra, Tiwari et al. 1994, State Fauna Series 3: Fauna of West
Bengal, Pant 8 : 37.




