306 State Fauna Series 4 : Fauna of Meghalaya

Diagnostic characters ; worker. Head, thorax, legs and pedicel reddish yellow, abdomen black;
head, thorax and pedicel finely granulate, abdomen polished and shining; head massive; mandibles
minutely punctured; pronotum antero-latefally submargined; metanotum cubical; the basal portion
long, about twice as long as the truncate face of the apical portion; 2nd node of pedicel three times
broader than the first node, abdomen oval.

Length : W. 2.5-3 mm.

Distribution: INDIA : (East Khasi hills), Meghalaya, Sikkim, West Bengal. Elsewhere:
Malaysia; Sri Lanka.

24. Genus Tetramorium Mayr, 1855
Tetramorium, Mayr, 1855, Verh. zool-bot. Ges. Wien, S : 423.
Tetramorium, Bolton, 1977, Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. (Ent.) 36 (2) : 67-151.

Diagnostic characters: worker. Antennae 11 or 12 jointed; mandibles with tree teeth apically,
the third smaller than the second and followed by a row of 3-7 small or minute denticles; fronta!
carinae strongly deveioped, thoracic sutures indistinct; metanotum with a pair of spines, metapleural
lobes acute or dentiform; anterior node of pedicel petiolate in front, abdomen oval.

Key to the species of Tetramorium Mayr

1. Antennae 11 -jointed . . . . . . ... e e e e e 2

- Aniennae 12-jointed . . .. .. L. e 3
2. First node of pedicel longerthanbroad . . .. .. ... ... ............ tortuosum
- First node of pedicel as broad as, or broader thanlong . . . .. . ... ... ...... smithi
3. Pronotal angles sharp in dorsal view giving the specimen a ‘Square-shouldered’ appearance . . .

.................................................................... bicarinatum
- Pronotal angles rounded . . . .‘ ................................. 4
4. Base of first abdominal segment projecting forward as a pair of blunt teeth or horns . . mixtum
- Base of tirst abdominal segment not projecting forwardashorns . . . . . ... ... .. .. 5
S. Colour yeliow or yellowish-brown . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ......... simillium
- Colourdarkbrowntoblack . ... .. ... . .. .. .. . .. ... e 7
6. Anterior clypeal marginentire . . . . . . ... L. e 7

- Anterior clypeal margin not entire, slightly notched in the middle . . . . . .. browni sp. nov.



