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Abstract. Five species of the subgenus Campomyrma Wheeler, 1911 of the genus
Polyrhachis Fr. Smith, 1857 are recorded from Borneo, including P. equina Fr. Smith,
1857 and P. gribodoi Emery, 1887 and three species, P. hashimotoi, P. reidi and P.
sukarmani, described as new. Polyrhachis equina and P. gribodoi are placed within
the newly erected equina species-group. Polyrhachis hashimotoi is placed within
the newly erected xiphias species-group together with P. xiphias Fr. Smith, 1863 from
New Guinea and P. shixingensis Wu & Wang, 1995 from China and Vietnam. A key to
the workers of Bornean Campomyrma is provided and all species are illustrated.
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INTRODUCTION

The tropical rainforests of Borneo embrace a very
diverse fauna of ants of the genus Polyrhachis Fr.
Smith. I am aware of more than 74 described species
from the island with perhaps as many species
undescribed. In comparison with several species
rich subgenera, such as Myrma Billberg, 1820 or
Myrmhopla Forel, 1915, the subgenus
Campomyrma is rather poorly represented. Five
Bornean species of Campomyrma are known, three
of which are here described as new. In contrast,
Campomyrma is very diverse in Australia where
there are probably well over 100 species. The
internal classification of Campomyrma is badly in
need of revision. Emery (1925) divided
Campomyrma into two species-groups, with most
species included in the clypeata-femorata-group
and two species from Southeast Asia placed in
the halidayi-group. However, this species-group
classification is inadequate and I currently
recognise about eight species-groups within the
subgenus, most of which are endemic to Australia.

METHODS

Here I propose two new species-groups to
incorporate three of the Bornean species. The
remaining two species will be assigned to a group
when a more substantial revision of the Australian
fauna is completed.
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Photographs of specimens were taken with an
Olympus SZX12 stereomicroscope and Olympus
DP70 digital camera. Images were then processed
using Helicon Focus (Mac OSX version) software
and Photoshop (Adobe Systems Inc., USA). All
photographs of the new species are of the primary
types. Those of P. equina Fr. Smith, 1857 and P.
gribodoi Emery, 1887 are of type-compared
voucher specimens. The detailed images of the
clypeal margins of P. gribodoi and P. sukarmani
were prepared by Geoff Thompson (QMBA).


