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Two of the Bornean species, P. equina and P.
gribodoi, are very similar to each other and quite
distinct from other known species of
Campomyrma. Both have a deeply emarginate
anterior clypeal margin bordered by a pair of
projecting teeth (Fig. 1). Typically other species
of Campomyrma have the anterior clypeal margin
truncate medially, usually with a weak central notch
or shallow emargination (Fig. 2). In addition the
dorsal surfaces of the mesonotum and propodeum
of P. equina and P. gribodoi are concave, while
they are generally flat or weakly convex in other
Campomyrma species. Consequently I am placing
these two species within the equina species-
group. Polyrhachis equina is currently known
only from the island of Borneo while P. gribodoi
also occurs on Java. Some specimens of P. equina
were apparently collected foraging on tree trunks
and specimens of P. gribodoi were taken around
the bases of rainforest trees and it is possible that,
like species of the femorata-group of
Campomyrma, they are lignicolous, nesting in
hollow branches.

Polyrhachis hashimotoi from Borneo, P.
xiphias from New Guinea and P. shixingensis from
China and Vietnam also form a very distinct group
within Campomyrma that I call the xiphias species-
group. This group is characterised by the columnar
petiole that has a pair of horizontal, posteriorly
directed spines. Nothing is known of the nesting
habits of either species.
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DISCUSSION

Polyrhachis sukarmani and P. reidi are most
closely allied to a group of species known from
eastern Indonesia, the Philippines, New Guinea,
the Bismarck Archipelago and especially Australia.
This species-group will be characterised during a
treatment of the Australian species of the
subgenus.


