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TABLE 1. Measurements and indices used for morphological analysis. Measurements are listed in the order in which
they appear in the species descriptions. Abbreviations for major workers, minor workers and queens are as follows: S =
major, W = minor, Q = queen.

Posterior margin of head (Fig. 1). In full face view, the visible edge furthest from the mandibles.
Although many authors refer to this region as the occipital margin, the occiput is mostly obscured in the For-
micidae (owing to the prognathous position of their heads), and is often not visible in full face view. 

Posterolateral lobes (Fig. 1). In full face view of the major worker, the lateral lobes formed by the median
emargination of the posterior margin of the head. Although many authors refer to these as the occipital lobes,
the occiput, as explained above, is often not visible in full face view.

Genal carina (Figs. 25, 27b, 28b). The ventral portion of the occipital carina delineating the postgena
from the occiput (Gauld & Bolton, 1988). Richards (1977) does not differentiate between the dorsal and ven-
tral portions, and defines the entire delineation as the occipital carina. In the Pheidole roosevelti-group, the
genal carinae are best observed from the lateral and oblique posterior views. The occipital (dorsal portion) of
the carina is absent, such that the genal carinae (ventral portions) originate on the ventrolateral surface of the
head. In some species of the P. roosevelti-group, the genal carinae form a ventral collar around the foramen,
and in other species the carinae diverge away from the foramen and terminate without joining together ven-
trally.

Mesonotal process. In profile, the posteriormost portion of the mesonotum often forms a tapering plate or
lamellate process that overhangs the propodeum (Figs. 3, 9a, 10a, 22a), but is occasionally truncated (Fig. 8a,
21a). It is present in minors, and to a lesser extent in majors, of the P. roosevelti-group.

Mesonotal declivity (Fig. 3). In profile, the slope connecting the mesonotum to the propodeum. 

Explanation of collection data
An effort is made to keep the format of collection data consistent throughout the study. The format is as

follows.

Measurement Description Caste View

TL Total length: maximum length of specimen measured from the tip of
the mandibles to the tip of the gaster, not including sting.

S, W, Q lateral

HW Head width: maximum width of head not including the eyes. S, W, Q full face (Fig. 1)

HL Head length: maximum length of head from the posterior margin to
the tip of the anterior clypeal margin measured along the midline.

S, W, Q full face (Fig. 1)

CI Cephalic index: HW/HL S, W, Q

FL Metafemur length: length of metafemur measured along its long axis. S, W, Q posterior or anterior
(Fig. 5)

FI Metafemur length index: FL/HL S, W, Q

SL Scape length: length of first antennal segment excluding the radicle. S, W, Q dorsal (Fig. 6)

SI Scape index: SL/HL S, W, Q

AE Propodeal spine anterior edge: maximum length of propodeal spine
measured from the middle of propodeal spiracle to anterior point.

W lateral (Fig. 3)

DE Propodeal spine dorsal edge: maximum length of propodeal spine
measured from anterior point to posterior point.

W lateral (Fig. 3)

PSI Propodeal spine index: DE/AE W

ML Mesonotal length: maximum length of mesonotum measured along
longitudinal axis. 

Q

MI Mesonotum length index: ML/HW Q


