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roosevelti-group. Pheidole simplispinosa sp. n., with its simple propodeal spines, truncated mesonotal process
and unmargined head, is both the most aberrant of the group and the primary cause for broadening the defini-
tion. However, compared to other Pheidole of the Pacific region, P. simplispinosa is more similar in morphol-
ogy to the other members of the P. roosevelti-group than to any other species examined.

Synopsis of Pheidole roosevelti-group
P. bula sp. n. 
P. colaensis Mann, 1921
P. furcata sp. n.
P. pegasus sp. n.
P. roosevelti Mann, 1921
P. simplispinosa sp. n.
P. uncagena sp. n.

Key to species

The following keys diagnose the known minor workers, major workers, and queens of each species included
in the Pheidole roosevelti-group with the exception of the queen caste of Pheidole uncagena sp. n, which is
unknown.

Minors
1 Propodeal spines simple, evenly tapering to a single straight acuminate point without becoming bifurcate

or angulate apically (Figs. 21b, 48); mesonotal process truncated into a blunt process without lamellate or
distinct posterior margin (Figs. 21a, 48); head as broad as long, scapes shorter, metafemur shorter (CI
0.98–1.03, SL 0.77–0.85, FL 0.80–0.91, n = 10) .................................................... P. simplispinosa, sp. n.

- Propodeal spines modified apically with bifurcate or angulate tip, but never evenly tapering to a single
straight acuminate point (Figs. 22b, 33, 36, 39, 42, 45, 51); mesonotal process with lamellate or acute pos-
terior margin (Figs. 22a, 33, 36, 39, 42, 51); head longer than broad, scapes longer, metafemur longer (CI
0.87–0.96, SL 0.97–1.66, n = 51) ................................................................................................................2

2 Head, in full face view, smooth and shining above level of eyes (Figs. 35, 41, 50); promesonotum, in dor-
sal view, smooth and shining (Figs. 37, 43, 52) ..........................................................................................3

- Head, in full face view, rugose to rugoreticulate above level of eyes (Figs. 32, 38, 44); promesonotum, in
dorsal view, transversely rugose to rugoreticulate (Figs. 34, 40, 46) ..........................................................5

3 Head venter, in profile, with genal carinae modified into elevated flanges (Figs. 25, 51); mesonotal pro-
cess, in dorsal view, strongly attenuated (Figs. 24, 52); head, in full face view, oval shaped without poste-
rolateral corners forming obtuse angles (Fig. 50); propodeal spines with dorsal edge approximately as
long as anterior edge (PSI 0.87–1.13, n = 8 ); color of petiole, postpetiole and gaster distinctly lighter than
mesosoma and head .......................................................................................................  P. uncagena, sp. n.

- Head venter, in profile, with genal carinae either indistinct (Fig. 26b) or forming a collar around foramen
(Fig. 27b), but never modified into elevated flanges; mesonotal process, in dorsal view, broad (Figs. 23,
37, 43); head, in full face view, subquadrate with posterolateral corners forming obtuse angles (Figs. 35,
41); propodeal spines with dorsal edge either distinctly shorter than anterior edge (PSI 0.29–0.77, n = 8)
or distinctly longer than anterior edge (PSI 1.46–1.71, n = 9); color of petiole, postpetiole and gaster either
lighter or same as mesosoma and head........................................................................................................4

4 Propodeal spines with dorsal edge distinctly longer than anterior edge (PSI 1.46–1.71, n = 9) (Figs. 13,
42); posterior of head strongly pinched dorsoventrally (Figs. 27a, 42), appearing flattened in profile and


