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line, breaking outline of head. Mandibles triangular, masticatory margin bidentate both apically and basally.
Frontal lobes weakly overhanging antennal insertions. Frontal carinae distinct, diverging, overhanging anten-
nal scrobes, terminating at about 2/3 length of head before reaching posterolateral lobes. Antennal scrobes
weakly impressed, bounded mesally by frontal carinae and laterally by longitudinal carinae. Clypeus dis-
tinctly concave between frontal lobes, anterior margin convex laterally and concave medially. Antennal
scapes reaching approximately half the distance from antennal insertions to corners of posterolateral lobes,
slender and arcuate basally, thickened at distal third. Antenna 12-merous. Funicular segments 2–8 about twice
as long as broad. Antennal club 3-segmented and slender, shorter than remainder of funiculus. Mesoscutum
either small without obscuring pronotum in dorsal view, or large and obscuring pronotum in dorsal view.
Scutellum produced as a weakly elevated circular to subtriangular plate. Metanotum transversely striate. Pro-
podeal spines often bent apically so that they project posteriorly at an oblique angle; in dorsal view moder-
ately divergent. Petiolar peduncle elongate and thick. Petiole broadly cuneate, dorsum of node weakly
concave to strongly excised. Postpetiole, in dorsal view, with lateral projections, much broader than long.

Sculpture varying strongly among species. Mandibles weakly striate with scattered piligerous pits. Scapes
striate. Metapleuron rugose. First gastral tergite and sternite sculptured basally. Erect long, fine and yellow
hairs abundant on all body surfaces. Body reddish-brown with lighter appendages.

Species accounts

Pheidole bula Sarnat sp. n.
Figs. 32–34, 53–55, 74–76

Holotype major, FIJI: Viti Levu, Mt. Tomanivi 3.4 km E Navai Village, 1.ii.2005, 1320m, -17.61481°,
178.01825°, exposed mountain summit, nesting under stone, (E. M. Sarnat), EMS#1789, CASENT0171113
(FNIC).

Paratypes. From same nest series as holotype: 2 alate queens (CASENT0174000, CASENT0171114), 1
dealate queen (CASENT0174003), 2 males (CASENT0174008, CASENT0171115), 4 majors (
CASENT0174001, CASENT0174004, CASENT0174006, CASENT0174009), 5 minors (CASENT0171017,
CASENT0174002, CASENT0174005, CASENT0174007, CASENT0174010) (FNIC, NMNH, ANIC); addi-
tional specimens in alcohol (NMNH).

MAJOR. TL 5.60–6.27, HL 2.06–2.14, HW 2.05–2.12, CI 0.93–0.99, FL 1.51–1.57, FI 0.69–0.71, SL
1.09–1.12, SI 0.49–0.52 (5 measured). 

Head distinctly broader behind eyes than in front of eyes. Median ocellus absent in type series. Mesonotal
process produced as a thick lamellate plate overhanging propodeum, slightly upturned apically; in dorsal view
attachment to mesonotum broad, posterior margin flat to weakly excised. Propodeal spines maintaining an
evenly stout thickness for basal 4/5 length whereupon the anterior edge angles obliquely towards the posterior
edge to form an acuminate tip. In posterior view, petiole node deeply excised. Postpetiole taller than long; as
tall as petiole; steep anterior and posterior faces converging to form an obtusely angulate vertex; in dorsal
view subpentagonal with modest lateral projections.

Region between frontal carinae with straight longitudinal carinae branching into reticulate network on
vertex and full length of posterolateral lobes; intercarinular spaces smooth and shining to shallowly
impressed. Eye surrounded by elevated rugoreticulum. Antennal scrobe smooth and shining in some speci-
mens, overlain by short discontinuous rugae in others. Clypeus mostly smooth and shining; anterior margin
with several short carinae in addition to those extending from frontal lobes, median carinae weak to absent.
Lateral portions of posterolateral lobes with a smooth and shining patch surrounded by sculpture. Head venter
densely rugoreticulate. Promesonotum rugoreticulate. Anepisternum weakly rugose. Katepisternum mostly


