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smooth and shining, occasionally with weak carinae. Petiole with anterior and posterior faces smooth, later-
ally and ventrally rugose. Postpetiole dorsum smooth and shining, sides rugose. First tergite of gaster with
basal sculpture short and weak to absent. First sternite of gaster lightly sculptured laterally. Gaster otherwise
smooth and shining. Body dark reddish-brown with lighter appendages.

MINOR. TL 3.60–3.92, HL 0.81–0.89, HW 0.70–0.78, CI 0.87–0.90, FL 1.08–1.23, FI 1.26–1.39, SL
0.97–1.08, SI 1.16–1.25, AE 0.27–0.31, DE 0.17–0.20, PSI 0.55–0.68 (8 measured). 

Head, in full face view, subquadrate, sides weakly convex, posterolateral corners rounded and weakly
obtuse, posterior margin flat to convex expect where weakly excised medially; in profile, posterior margin
dorsoventrally pinched where dorsum and venter join at an obtuse angle. Genal carinae strongly produced as
elevated flanges on ventrolateral portion of head that weaken before joining together medially. Clypeus with
anterior margin convex laterally, flat to weakly convex medially. Frontal carinae terminating near eye level.
Mesonotal process produced as a short lamellate plate with upwardly deflected margins; in dorsal view,
attachment to mesonotum broad, posterior margin convex to excised. Propodeal spines thickening apically
into a bifurcation with a short blunt anterior point and a long acuminate posterior point that projects at an
oblique angle; length of dorsal edge less than length of anterior edge.

Head medially smooth and shining with discontinuous and occasionally branching carinae, laterally and
ventrally rugoreticulate. Clypeus with a few weak carinae attached to anterior border. Promesonotum, in dor-
sal view, mostly smooth and shining with a few weak and discontinuous transverse rugae. Anepisternum rug-
ose. Katepisternum mostly smooth and shining. Dark reddish-brown with slightly lighter appendages.

QUEEN. TL 5.85–6.36, HL 1.27–1.31, HW 1.28–1.29, CI 0.98–1.01, SL 1.00–1.01, SI 0.76–0.80, FL
1.02–1.04, FI 0.78–0.79, ML 0.71–0.76, MI 0.55–0.59 (3 measured). 

Head subquadrate with sides approximately as wide anteriorly as posteriorly. Mesoscutum, in profile,
small, less than half height of pronotum; in dorsal view, not obscuring pronotum. Scutellum, in dorsal view,
with posterior portion produced as a weakly elevated circular plate. Propodeal spines maintaining an evenly
stout thickness for basal 4/5 length whereupon the anterior edge angles obliquely towards the posterior edge
to form an acuminate tip. Petiole broadly cuneate; in posterior view, petiole node flat to weakly concave. Post-
petiole, in dorsal view, subpentagonal with modest lateral projections.

Region between frontal carinae with irregular longitudinal carinae that occasionally branch; intercarinular
spaces smooth and shining to shallowly impressed. Head with lateral and ventral regions rugoreticulate.
Antennal scrobe smooth and shining, overlain by short discontinuous rugae. Clypeus mostly smooth and shin-
ing; anterior margin with short carinae laterally, median carinae absent. Pronotum rugoreticulate. Mesoscu-
tum, in dorsal view, with discontinuous rugae medially and long arcuate rugae laterally that curve towards
median as they approach posterior margin. Scutellum mostly smooth and shining. Anepisternum rugoreticu-
late. Katepisternum mostly smooth and shining with weak rugulae. Petiole sculptured laterally, ventrally and
on posterior face. Postpetiole longitudinally rugulose. First tergite of gaster longitudinally striate basally. First
sternite of gaster with dense mat of fine sculpture basally. Body dark reddish-brown with lighter appendages.

Etymology. Bula is the Fijian word for ‘life’ and serves as the ubiquitous greeting among Fijians. 
Diagnosis, distribution and biology. Pheidole bula is one of the smaller members of the P. roosevelti-

group, and is endowed with modestly projecting spines and strong sculpturing. The species is most readily
distinguished from its close relatives by the smooth and shining spaces between its facial rugae. While P.
roosevelti and P. furcata both have facial rugoreticulum (majors) or rugae (minors) similar to P. bula, the
interspaces between their rugae are filled with densely packed foveolae, giving them a duller appearance. The
minor worker can be separated from all other minors of P. roosevelti-group by the strong sculpturing of the
ventral surface of its head. While the rugoreticulate face of P. bula is similar to P. roosevelti, the small queen
and morphometric measurements suggest closer relationship to P. furcata from Kadavu and P. colaensis,
which also occurs on Mt. Tomanivi. 


