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shining with single carinae bordering metapleural gland. Head and mesosoma reddish-brown; waist, gaster
and legs paler.

QUEEN. TL 8.77, HL 1.73, HW 1.95, CI 1.13, SL 1.24, SI 0.72, FL 1.67, FI 0.97, ML 0.73, MI 0.88 (1
measured).

Head subcordate with sides conspicuously narrower anteriorly than posteriorly. Mesoscutum, in profile,
massive, approximately equal height as pronotum; in dorsal view, obscuring pronotum. Scutellum, in dorsal
view, with posterior portion produced as a weakly elevated subtriangular plate. Propodeal spines with strongly
projecting dorsal edge subequal in length to anterior edge. Petiole broadly cuneate; in posterior view, petiole
node broad with strongly concave dorsum and moderately concave sides. Postpetiole, in dorsal view, subpen-
tagonal with strong lateral projections.

Region between frontal carinae with straight longitudinal carinae that reach posterior margin. Region
between eyes and antennal insertions with elevated carinae that continue to posterolateral corners; intercarinu-
lar spaces smooth and shining. Head venter with arcuate carinae bending toward median. Antennal scrobe
smooth and shining. Clypeus mostly smooth and shining; anterior margin with short carinae laterally, median
carinae present. Pronotum rugose and rugoreticulate. Mesoscutum, in dorsal view, with straight carinae that
run posteriorly towards median. Scutellum densely rugose. Anepisternum rugose dorsally. Katepisternum rug-
ose anteriorly. Petiole rugulose. Postpetiole rugulose. First tergite of gaster longitudinally sculptured basally,
sculpture immediately posterior to postpetiole longer than length of postpetiole. First sternite of gaster sculp-
tured basally. Dark reddish-brown with lighter appendages.

Etymology. The specific epithet pegasus is a noun in apposition in reference to the horse beast of Greek
mythology, whose wings bear resemblance to the extraordinary propodeal spines of this species.

Diagnosis, distribution and biology. Pheidole pegasus, on account of its large size, long limbs, glassy
integument, and extraordinarily long propodeal spines, is arguably the most distinctive species of the
roosevelti group. The only species that it can be confused with is P. uncagena, with which it is sympatric. The
major of P. pegasus can be distinguished from that of P. uncagena by the long dorsal edge of the propodeal
spine and a broadly attached mesonotal process. The most distinctive differences between the minors of the
two species, besides the longer spines and limbs of P. pegasus, are both found on the head. Whereas P.
pegasus has a strongly ventrodorsally flattened subquadrate head and inconspicuous genal carinae, the head of
P. uncagena is subovate, less flattened, and bears genal carinae that are produced conspicuously as elevated
flanges.

Although P. pegasus is known only from the summit of Mt. Delaikoro, the species may occur on other tall
peaks of Vanua Levu that remain unexplored. Where it does occur, it is locally abundant. The single turret of
the nest belonging to the type series had a 5mm diameter entrance hole, and was also insulated by a tidy ring
of vegetation debris apparently placed there by workers. The queens of the species are large, with strongly
developed mesosomas.

Pheidole roosevelti Mann
Figs. 44–46, 65–67, 86–88

Pheidole roosevelti Mann, 1921: 438, Fig. 15. Syntypes, 5 majors, 9 minors, 1 dealate queen. Fiji: Viti Levu, Nadarivatu,
(W. M. Mann), (MCZC no. 23173, examined; USNM, examined).

MAJOR. TL 6.01–7.11, HL 2.15–2.38, HW 1.87–2.19, CI 0.87–0.94, FL 1.36–1.44, FI 0.60–0.64, SL 0.90–
1.05, SI 0.41–0.46 (8 measured).

Head with sides not distinctly broader behind eyes than in front of eyes. Median ocellus usually absent;
when present small and poorly formed. In profile, posterior process modestly produced as a thick upturned
lamellate plate; in dorsal view attachment to mesonotum broad to attenuated, posterior margin deeply excised.


