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Pheidole simplispinosa Sarnat sp. n. 
Figs. 47–49, 68–70, 89–91

Holotype major, FIJI: Koro I., Mt. Kuitarua 3.7 km NW Nasau Village, 20.vi.2005, 470m, -17.29083°,
179.40183°, primary rainforest, nesting in soil, (E. M. Sarnat), EMS#2084, CASENT0171106 (FNIC).

Paratypes. From same nest series as holotype: 1 dealate queen (CASENT0171107), 4 majors
(CASENT0174208, CASENT0174209, CASENT0174211, CASENT0174212), 3 minors (CASENT0171022,
CASENT0174210, CASENT0174213), (FNIC, NMNH, ANIC); additional specimens in alcohol (NMNH). 

MAJOR. TL 5.65–6.78, HL 1.78–1.96, HW 1.64–1.84, CI 0.89–0.93, FL 1.09–1.22, FI 0.60–0.64, SL
0.73–0.84, SI 0.39–0.44 (7 measured). 

Head with sides not distinctly broader posterior to eyes than anterior to eyes. Median ocellus occasionally
present. Scapes short. Mesonotal process, in profile, truncated into a blunt process without lamellate posterior
margin; in dorsal view posterior margin flat to convex. Propodeal spines simple, evenly tapering to a single
straight acuminate point without becoming bifurcate or angulate apically. In posterior view, petiole node dor-
sum strongly excised, sides moderately excised. Postpetiole taller than long, as tall as petiole, steep anterior
and posterior faces converging to form an obtusely angulate vertex; in dorsal view subpentagonal with strong
lateral projections.

Region between frontal carinae with parallel longitudinal carinae extending posteriorly and arcing onto
posterolateral corners. Posterolateral lobes, in full face view, with distinct transverse rugae extending from
median cleft to posterolateral corners. Sculpture of vertex and posterolateral lobes varies from weakly to
densely rugoreticulate. Intercarinular spaces vary from densely foveolate to smooth and shining. Rugoreticu-
lum present between eye and antennal insertion. Antennal scrobe mostly smooth and shining to strongly fove-
olate. Clypeus smooth and shining; anterior margin without carinae. Lateral and ventrolateral portions of
posterolateral lobes lightly sculptured to entirely smooth and shining; posteriorly with transverse striae, dis-
continuous rugae and shallow oblong impressions. Head venter rugose. Pronotal sculpture varies from dense
foveolate ground sculpture overlain by transverse striae to weak foveolate ground sculpture overlain by weak
transverse striae. Mesonotum, in dorsal view, varies from foveolate and striate to smooth and shining. Anepis-
ternum weakly rugose. Katepisternum weakly striate. Petiole with apical and posterior faces smooth, laterally
and ventrally rugose. Postpetiole dorsum mostly smooth and shining, sides rugose. Basigastral costulae
weakly to moderate with interspaces smooth and shining to foveolate; sternite of first gaster segment lightly
sculptured laterally. Gaster otherwise smooth and shining. Body reddish-brown with lighter appendages.

MINOR. TL 2.96–3.41, HL 0.66–0.75, HW 0.65–0.74, CI 0.98–1.03, FL 0.80–0.91, FI 1.18–1.29, SL
0.77–0.85, SI 1.10–1.23, AE 0.25–0.32, DE 0.00, PSI 0.00 (10 measured). 

Head, in full face view, subcordate, sides convex, posterolateral corners rounded and obtuse, posterior
margin concave; in profile, posterolateral corners not pinched. Genal carinae very short and weakly elevated
on ventrolateral portion of head. Clypeus with anterior margin convex laterally, concave medially. Frontal car-
inae terminating before eye level. Mesonotal process truncated into a short process without lamellate or dis-
tinct margin; in dorsal view, attachment to mesonotum broad, posterior margin evenly convex. Propodeal
spines simple, taper evenly to an acuminate point without distal angle or bifurcation.

Head mostly smooth and shining to latitudinally rugulose with densely packed foveolate ground sculp-
ture; ventrally smooth and shining. Clypeus with a few weak carinae attached to anterolateral border. Prome-
sonotum, in dorsal view, transversely rugulose with lightly impressed to densely packed foveolate ground
sculpture. Mesopleuron mostly smooth and shining to foveolate. Reddish-brown with paler appendages.

QUEEN. TL 6.82, HL 1.29, HW 1.37, CI 1.06, SL 0.87, SI 0.68, FL 1.18, FI 0.91, ML 0.83, MI 1.05 (1
measured).

Head subquadrate with sides approximately as broad anteriorly as posteriorly. Mesoscutum, in profile,
large, greater than half the height of pronotum; in dorsal view, mostly obscuring pronotum. Scutellum, in dor-
sal view, with posterior portion produced as a weakly elevated subtriangular plate. Propodeal spines simple,


