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established new species Crematogaster montenigrinus sp. nov.(ICZN articles 23.3.5; 
45.5.1) (ICZN, 2000).   

 
 

COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Body of workers of Crematogaster montenigrinus is by colour similar to that of 

Crematogaster auberti, dark brown to black. Clear distinction between these taxa is 
prominent keel on alitrunk, present in C. montenigrinus, missing in C. auberti. Similar 
body colour appears also in C. laestrygon, but in this species propodeal spines are 
smaller than these in C. montenigrinus.  

Variety nigra (C. scutellaris var. nigra Krausse, 1912), is described from 
Sardinia, with only one sentence in original description: «Diese neue schwarzköpfige 
Varietät entdeckte ich bei». E M E R Y  (1916) mentioned that Krausse had collected 
entirely black workers mixed with workers provided with red heads and concluded that 
it might be colour variety, only (C. scutellaris var. (aberr.?) nigra). In his key to the 
worker caste from Italy, he mentioned that the sculpture of var. nigra is the same as 
that in C. scutellaris. B A R O N I - U R B A N I  (1971) considered var. nigra as synonym 
of C. scutellaris. 

C. laestrigon var. maura Forel, 1909, was found in Algeria and originaly 
described as Crematogaster auberti r. laestrygon var. maura. The workers of this 
variety is with smaller propodeal spines than those in  C. montenigrinus, propodeum is 
only bituberculate («Les épines du métanotum sont presque dentiformes», F O R E L , 
1909). Worker body size is distinctly longer (L= 4.0 – 4.8 mm) than that in C. 
montenigrinus (2.9-3.1 mm).  

C. laestrygon var. atlantis Santschi, 1937, described from Algeria and Tunisia, 
is with body dark brown to black in workers. Its propodeal  spines are smaller than 
those in montenigrinus. S A N T S C H I , in his original description, mentioned that 
those spines in workers of var. atlantis are shorter than those in C. laestrygon. 

The smallest workers in C. scutellaris complex (L= 2.7-3.2 mm) appear in C. 
scutellaris var. alii Forel, 1907. F O R E L , in his original description, observes that 
body colour of var. alii likes that in C. schmidti (base of gaster is redish brown, rest of 
gaster is brown). Propodeal spines are shorter than those in C. schmidti, and longer 
than those in C. jehovae.  

Other species, races and varietes of genus Crematogaster with trapezoidal 
petiole and propodeal keel on alitrunk cited for Europe, Near East, Mediterraneann or 
North Africa, can not be confused with Crematogaster montenigrinus, as follow:  

C. scutellaris subsp. schmidti var. hybrida Emery, 1916, described from Italy, 
are with  body colour intermediate between C. scutellaris and C. schmidti. It is 
unavailable name (A G O S T I  &  C O L L I N G W O O D , 1987); 

C. scutellaris var. medispina Forel, 1905, described from Trieste (Italy) is a 
junior synonym of C. schmidti (E M E R Y , 1922); 


