
the following two, relatively large, teeth on the distal

third, and one minute denticle very close to the base

of the apicodorsal tooth.

Propodeal teeth large and horizontal; their ventral

edge form a conspicuous lamella running along  the

sides of propodeal declivity.

The female has 4 pairs of setae on the mesoscutum

and 1 on the scutellum. Mesopleuron mostly smooth

as in the worker; metapleuron with a small unsculp-

tured patch only.

Holotype worker: ECUADOR, Pichincha, Nanegalito,

0°03’ N – 78°41’ W, 1560 m, 27.VII.2006, leg. C. Bellò,

G. Osella & M. Pogliano, collected by soil sifting in

“bosque nublado” [MSNV].

Paratype gyne: same data as the holotype [MSNM]

Etymology
This species is dedicated to Prof. Giuseppe

Osella, one of the collector of this ant.

Comment
This species has a unique combination of characters:

dorsum of postpetiole mostly smooth and shining

(see couplet 7, in Bolton, 2000: 138) and relatively

numerous preapical teeth and denticles on the man-

dibles.The number of preapical teeth varies as shown

comparing worker’s and gyne’s conditions; anyway I

infer they cannot be less than 5. This species and the

following one belong in the gundlachi-complex for

their short labral lobes with very long trigger hairs,

the presence of just 2 denticles between apicodorsal

and apicoventral teeth of the mandibular fork, and

mandibles without a distinctly larger median or sub-

median tooth. Also, P. osellai cannot be assigned to

any of the species clusters identified within the gund-
lachi-complex (Bolton, 2000: 178, and see below

under P. heterodonta).

Pyramica heterodonta n. sp.

(figs. 4-6)

Holotype worker. TL 2.8, HW 0.50, HL 0.66, CI 76, ML

0.41, MI 62, SL 0.41, SI 82, PW 0.35, AL 0.74.

Mandibles relatively long and narrow with 4 preapi-

cal teeth and denticles. The largest tooth is placed at

the apical third of the mandible. Apical fork with two

intercalary denticles. Labral lobes well developed

but distinctly shorter than trigger hairs. Anterior

clypeal border convex medially. Antennal scrobe

moderately impressed. Postoral transverse groove

visible in profile but not very deep.

Pronotum anteriorly delimited by a transverse carina

marking a step above the cervical shield. Alitrunk in

profile with a weakly convex promesonotum;  meso-

notum sloping very gradually to the nearly flat base

of the propodeum. Mesonotum laterally bordered by

a weak carina. Metanotal impression absent.

Propodeal teeth strong; their posterior edges form a

lamella bordering the propodeal declivity. Petiole

with a dome-like node, slightly convex above and

posteriorly delimited by a transverse lamella just

before the insertion of the postpetiole. Postpetiole

much wider than petiole; in profile slightly lower and
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Figs. 4-6. Pyramica heterodonta, holotype worker: body profi-
le (4); head (5); apical forks of the mandibles (6). 

4 500 µm

6 50 µm

5 100 µm
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