
 Zootaxa 1890  © 2008 Magnolia Press  ·  5A TAXONOMIC REVISION OF LACHNOMYRMEX

L. nordestinus. Northeastern Brazil. New species
L. pilosus Weber, 1950. Trinidad and central-northern South America.
L. platynodus. Guyana. New species
L. plaumanni Borgmeier, 1957. Northern Argentina and southern Brazil.
L. regularis. Costa Rica. New species
L. scrobiculatus Wheeler, 1910. Southern Mexico and continental Central America.
L. victori. Southeastern Brazil. New species

Taxonomic account

Lachnomyrmex Wheeler, 1910

Lachnomyrmex Wheeler, 1910: 263. (worker and gyne). Type-species: L. scrobiculatus, by monotypy. 

Genus references: Emery, 1914: 42 (inclusion in Leptothoracini); Emery, 1924: 269 (diagnosis and cata-
logue); Smith, 1944: 226 (additions to the original diagnosis and key to species); Weber, 1950: 3 (key to spe-
cies); Brown, 1950: 249 (additions to the original diagnosis); Kusnezov, 1964: 57 (inclusion in Myrmicini);
Gotwald, 1969: 106 (mouthparts); Kempf, 1972: 128 (catalogue); Kugler, 1978: 467 (sting apparatus);
Wheeler & Wheeler, 1989: 320 (larvae); Hölldobler & Wilson, 1990: 16 (inclusion in Pheidolini); Bolton,
1994: 106 (inclusion in Stenammini), Bolton, 1995a: 1050 (census); Bolton, 1995b: 220 (catalogue); Fernán-
dez & Baena, 1997: 112 (key to species); Bolton, 2003: 203 (taxonomic synopsis); Fernández, 2003a: 325
(diagnosis); Fernández & Ospina, 2003: 54 (synopsis of Neotropical genera); Bolton et al., 2006 (digital cata-
logue).

Generic diagnosis. Monomorphic myrmicine ants. Body variably rugose except for the primarily smooth
scrobe, legs, and gaster. Usually covered by long flexuous hairs. Mandible triangular with two apical and two
basal teeth, both pairs equidistant from a single median tooth (dental formula 2–1–2). Clypeus bicarinate and
with a broad anteromedian incision. Palpal formula 2, 2. Antennal scrobe present and well developed.
Antenna 11-segmented with 2-segmented apical club. Promesonotum variably convex in profile and always
fused. Well developed propodeal spines and toothed propodeal lobes present.

Worker generic description. Size relatively small (TL 2.26–4.54 mm). Color reddish-brown to black,
with appendages slightly lighter. Integument thick, shiny and usually strongly sculptured on head, mesosoma,
and waist. Body sculpturation composed mainly of vermiculate, variably spaced, and short to continuous
wavy rugae. Cephalic dorsum usually presenting sparse piligerous punctuations among rugae. Dorsal surface
of mandibles with sparse piligerous punctuations and short, longitudinal striae normally restricted to basal
portion; surface of clypeus opaque, with sparse piligerous punctuations; inner surface of antennal scrobes pre-
dominantly smooth and shining; ventral face of head and nuchal area smooth and shining. Rugae on metanotal
groove usually parallel. Dorsal face of propodeum with short, transversal striae between bases of propodeal
spines; anterior coxae usually presenting short and fine transversal rugulation. Dorsal surface of petiolar
peduncle, anterior face of node and surface of gaster usually smooth and shining. Pilosity generally abundant.
Dorsum of body frequently covered by dense, whitish to cream-colored, long, flexuous hairs (except for the
first gastral segments of some species). Short subdecumbent hairs densely covering antennae and distal por-
tion of legs. Cephalic dorsum with long subdecumbent hairs converging towards head center. Clypeus with a
row of hairs, getting gradually longer from lateral to median portion, so that median clypeal hairs surpass
mandibles midlength; frontal carinae with three to four extremely long, equidistant hairs projecting laterally,
fairly surpassing the lateral margins of head. Extremely short apressed hairs sparsely covering gaster.

Head as long as or longer than broad in full-face view, with posterolateral corners rounded and vertexal


