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Head longer than broad, with vertexal margin weakly convex; frontal lobes subquadrate; eyes well devel-
oped, with about seven facets on maximum diameter. Promesonotum moderately convex in profile; metanotal
groove broadly impressed; propodeal spines long and straight; teeth of propodeal lobes well developed, but
not surpassing the half-length of propodeal spines. Petiolar node elevated, almost subtriangular in profile, but
dorsally rounded, and with the posterior face gently sloped in lateral view; postpetiole dorsally convex and
with a discrete anteroventral projection.

Gyne (first description). Similar to worker. Head and pronotum strongly areolate-rugose; mesopleura
and lateral faces of propodeum longitudinally rugose. Eyes with around 16 facets at maximum diameter. Pro-
podeal spines shorter than in the conspecific workers. Petiolar node relatively low (see picture in the “Ants of
Costa Rica” website). 

Etymology. The name refers to the relative large size of this species. From Latin, grandis: large.
Comments. Lachnomyrmex grandis is the largest species known for the genus. Besides its size, this spe-

cies can be separated from the others by the combination of irregular sculpture, metanotal groove broadly
impressed, and the presence of very long hairs on the gaster. In some individuals, long hairs occur only on the
anterior third, while in other specimens they cover nearly entirely the surface of first gastral tergite.

This species was known previously only by the type series (two workers from Colombia). The study of
Costa Rican material revealed new records of this rarely collected species. The presence of this species in
Costa Rica and Colombia, suggests that it may probably occur in Panama.

According to the original description, the Colombian specimens were collected manually while foraging
in the vegetation of a 520m elevation wet forest. The Costa Rica material was extracted from sifted litter sam-
ples from Atlantic slope to 500m elevation forests (Longino 2007).

Additional material examined. COSTA RICA: Heredia: 11km SE La Virgen, 450–550m, 10º20’N
84º04’W, 19.iv.2003, no. INBIOCRI003605521 (1 gyne) [INBC]; same data, no. INBIOCRI003605522 (1
worker) [MZSP]; La Selva Biological Station, SCH, 10º43’N 84º01’W, 18.vi.1999, R. Vargas col., no.
INBIOCRI002720565 (1 worker) [INBC].

Lachnomyrmex haskinsi Smith, 1944
Figures 5, 19

Lachnomyrmex haskinsi Smith, 1944: 227, figs. 1–2. Holotype worker, Panama: Canal Zone, Barro Colorado Island, ii-
iii.1994, J. Zetek col., no. 5121/56906 [USNM] (examined).

Worker diagnosis. Body covered by continuous vermiculate rugae; petiolar node considerably elevated and
subtriangular; dorsum of postpetiole with about six long hairs, and with a raised prominence medially; sub-
postpetiolar process present and well developed; first tergite of gaster devoid of long hairs.

Holotype measurements. HL 0.60; HW 0.55; ML 0.22; SL 0.38; EL 0.09; WL 0.68; PSL 0.11; PL 0.24;
PPL 0.13; GL 0.79; TL 2.65; CI 92; SI 68; OI 17.

Worker measurements (n=2). HL 0.61–0.65; HW 0.60–0.63; ML 0.21–0.24; SL 0.39; EL 0.11–0.13;
WL 0.71–0.74; PSL 0.16–0.17; PL 0.25–0.30; PPL 0.13–0.14; GL 0.79–0.80; TL 2.70–2.94; CI 97–98; SI
62–66; OI 17–21.

Worker description. Color red ferruginous to brown, with lighter appendages. Head and mesosoma
finely covered by continuous vermiculate rugae, transverse on anterior portion of pronotum, grading to longi-
tudinal on the rest of promesonotum, mesopleura and lateral faces of propodeum; mandibles with few and
short longitudinal striae restricted to basal portion; petiole and postpetiole finely and irregularly rugose.
Abundant pilosity on head and dorsum of promesonotum; dorsum of petiolar node and postpetiole with about
three and six long hairs, respectively; first tergite of gaster entirely devoid of long flexuous hairs.


