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Lachnomyrmex platynodus Feitosa & Brandão, new species
Figures 13, 18

Holotype worker. GUYANA: Guyana Esequiba: Mt. Ayanganna, 5º22.483N 59º57.969W, 13.x.2002, T.R.
Schultz, J. Lapolla, C. Marshall & R. Williams cols, no. 413878, specimen code CASENT0173881 [USNM].

Worker diagnosis. Body predominantly blackish and irregularly rugose; promesonotum strongly convex
and elevated well above propodeum level; metanotal suture obsolete; teeth of propodeal spines relatively thin;
petiolar node dorsally flat, without a posterior slope; postpetiolar dorsum only minimally convex and mostly
smooth; first tergite of gaster with around five long flexuous hairs. 

Holotype measurements. HL 0.72; HW 0.72; ML 0.22; SL 0.46; EL 0.14; WL 0.87; PSL 0.16; PL 0.35;
PPL 0.19; GL 0.94; TL 3.28; CI 101; SI 63; OI 19.

Worker description. Color predominantly black, with ferruginous reflections, appendages dark brown.
Body covered by vermiculate, relatively sparse short rugae, forming irregular areolae on promesonotum;
rugae somewhat longer and longitudinal on head dorsum, and slightly sparser on mesopleura and lateral sur-
faces of propodeum; mandibles with longitudinal striae barely visible and almost reaching the masticatory
margin; lateral faces of petiole and postpetiole irregularly rugose; dorsum of petiolar node and postpetiole pre-
dominantly smooth, with a few short, fine irregular rugae. Abundant pilosity, except by dorsal surface of pro-
podeum; dorsum of petiolar node and postpetiole each with more than 10 long hairs; first gastral tergite with
around five long, sparse flexuous hairs.

Head as long as broad, with vertexal margin virtually flat; frontal lobes subquadrate; eyes with approxi-
mately five facets on maximum diameter. Promesonotum strongly convex in profile, elevated well above the
propodeum level; metanotal groove obsolete, so that the promesonotum outline reaches the propodeum in a
slight declivity; propodeal spines straight; teeth of propodeal lobes relatively thin, slightly surpassing pro-
podeal spines half-length. In lateral view, petiolar node moderately elevated and flat, without a posterior
slope; postpetiole somewhat elongate and only weakly convex, with sternite feebly projected.

Gyne. Unknown.
Etymology. This is species is named after its flat petiolar node. From Greek, platy: flat and from Latin,

nodus: node.
Comments. This species is known only by the holotype; however, it is unlikely to be confounded with

any other congener. The combination of blackish color, dorsum of waist predominantly smooth, petiolar node
flat, and first gastral tergite with a few sparse hairs is unique in the genus.

The only individual known for Lachnomyrmex platynodus was collected in a leaf litter sample from a sub-
montane wet forest (1300m) at Mt. Ayanganna, Guyana. A high ant endemicity at Mt. Ayanganna is indicated
by taxonomic and survey studies (LaPolla 2004; LaPolla et al. 2006).

Lachnomyrmex plaumanni Borgmeier, 1957
Figures 14, 19

Lachnomyrmex plaumanni Borgmeier, 1957: 125, fig. 47. Syntypes, BRAZIL: Rio de Janeiro: Itatiaya, i.1956, Dr. Barth
col. (2 workers and 1 gyne) [MZSP] (examined); Santa Catarina: Nova Teutônia, iv.1954, F. Plaumann col. (3 work-
ers and 1 gyne) [MZSP] (examined, 1 worker here designated lectotype in order to improve nomenclatural stabil-
ity); same locality, xi.1954, F. Plaumann col. nos. 66111/64824 (1 worker and 1 gyne) [USNM] (examined); same
data (1 worker) [MZSP] (examined); same data (2 workers) [MCZC] (not examined).

Worker diagnosis. Body sparsely covered by short, fine rugae; promesonotum elevated minimally above
propodeum level; apex of propodeal spines curved downwards; teeth of propodeal lobes swollen and
extremely reduced; dorsum of postpetiole with about six long hairs; first tergite of gaster entirely devoid of
long flexuous hairs.


